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Sunday School Lesson
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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) 06 Sept
Psalm 19
God is Revealed
2) 13 Sept
Psalm 9
God is Just
3) 20 Sept
Psalm 105
God is Faithful
4) 27 Sep
Psalm 135
God is Great
5) 04 Oct
Psalm 23
When I Need Comfort
6) 11 Oct
Psalm 51
When I have Sinned
7) 18 Oct
Psalm 56
When I am Afraid
8) 25 Oct
Psalm 73
When I have Doubts
9) 01 Nov
Psalm 102
When I am Afflicted
10) 08 Nov
Psalm 1
Choose Wisely
11) 15 Nov 
Psalm 112
Live Righteously/
12) 22 Nov
Psalm 116
Give Thanks
13) 29 Nov
Psalm 119
Obey God’s Word
INTRODUCTION
· Psalms are Old Testament sing-alongs, hymns of praise, prayers of desperation

· The promises of the Psalms are primarily Jewish, and suited to a people under the law, but are spiritually true in many Christian experiences – but not all
· Many Psalms help disclose the mind of God, and the heart He has toward those who are perplexed, afflicted, or cast down
· The great themes of the Psalms are the Messiah, Jehovah, the Law, Creation, the future of Israel, and the exercises of the renewed heart in suffering, in joy, in perplexity
· There are many doctrines, principles and teachings in Psalms

· BUT like Proverbs, we need to make sure we take a passage in light of how the writer intended it to be taken. An ultra-literal sense may lead to misunderstandings and misapplications

· For example:

· Is the passage speaking of now or a future event?

· Ps 34:19 - Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But the LORD delivers him out of them all (widow w/ 2 mites)
· Or, is it specific for some or generic for all:
· Ps 146:9 - The LORD protects the strangers; He supports the fatherless and the widow

· Or is it a grandiose statement for emphasis in song
· Ps 68:17 - The chariots of God are myriads, thousands upon thousands (literally true)

· Ps 144:13b - …our flocks bring forth thousands and ten thousands in our fields (true for some but not for all)

· Or is it specific to the Jews, or to another nation:
· Ps 33:19 - To deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in famine… (e.g., Lottie Moon who died of starvation coming home from China)
The Psalms are in five books, each ending in a doxology: 

· I. Psalms 1-41

· II. Psalms 42-72
· III. Psalms 73-89

· IV.  Psalms 90-106

· V.  Psalms 107-150
	Passage
	Comments

	9:1-2
	· Before we can be thankful and give honest praise we may need to recount specific deeds (e.g., protection from harm, answered prayer, endurance through tough times, wonders of the world, providential occurrences)

	9:3-8
	· Sometimes true justice and rewards are delivered in the future

· But God is keeping a record
Ps 56:8

	9:9-11
	· Consider what the Apostles did when they were confronted with hard knocks
- Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.”

	9:12-14
	· God does eventually avenge the blood that some of his children shed for Him - He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in his sight. Ps 72:14  

	9:15
	· “The nations have sunk in the pit that they made...”
· Is this ever so true today? Nations violate biblical principles on a global scale with allowing for easy debt and we wonder why economies collapse

	9:16
	· God is a deity who reveals Himself

· The verse ends with 2 Hebrew words that have vague meanings. Higgaion – is probably a musical term such as ‘hold that note.’
Selah seems to convey a pause – to meditate

· Meditate on this – God is also a deity who hides Himself
Is 45:15

	9:17
	· The wicked – individually and on a national basis – do not have a happy ending
· So, why be wicked?

	9:18
	· The needy may be needy – but not forever
· Better days are coming for those who trust God

· Also Note: the needy and poor in this passage refer to those who are righteous in God’s eyes

· God differentiates between the righteous poor (whom He eventually delivers) and the wicked poor (whom He afflicts – see Isaiah 9:17)

	9:19-20
	· “…let the nations know they are but men!”
· In other words, nations will continue to languish until they realize they cannot fix the economy, war, poverty, or health care without God’s help
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SUPPORTING PASSAGES

Ps 56:8  Record my lament; list my tears on your scroll—are they not in your record?
Isa 9:17 Nor does [God] have pity on their orphans or their widows; for every one of them is godless and an evildoer

Isa 45:15 Truly you are a God who hides himself, O God and Savior of Israel.
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