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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) 06 Sept
Psalms 19
God is Revealed
2) 13 Sept
Psalms 9
God is Just

3) 20 Sept
Psalms 105
God is Faithful

4) 27 Sep
Psalms 135
God is Great

5) 04 Oct
Psalms 23
When I Need Comfort

6) 11 Oct
Psalms 51
When I have Sinned

7) 18 Oct
Psalms 56
When I am Afraid

8) 25 Oct
Psalms 73
When I have Doubts

9) 01 Nov
Psalms 102
When I am Afflicted

10) 08 Nov
Psalms 1
Choose Wisely

11) 15 Nov 
Psalms 112
Live Righteously/

12) 22 Nov
Psalms 116
Give Thanks

13) 29 Nov
Psalms 119
Obey God’s Word
God Keeps Score…
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INTRODUCTION
· Have you sometimes noticed the disparities with life at times?
· You do the speed limit  – but the speeders beat you to work or to the best parking spots
· You tithe – but the non-givers have more or nicer things
· You’re ethical and watch your behavior at work – but the rude, selfish and unethical get what they want
· You treat others with fairness, kindness – but the arrogant back-stabbers get the promotions
· You remain faithful to your spouse – but the flirtatious and cheaters seem to have “more fun” in life

· You struggle with money, family & health issues – but the non-churched seem to have fewer problems 

· You pray, but no answers come – the non-prayers just seem to get good things handed to them effortlessly

HOW DO WE ANSWER THIS?
PSALMS 73 & 102

· Psalms 73 – Gives us the right perspective on life ( Our ultimate desire in life should not be health, wealth, and ease; and the wicked will get what they truly deserve – eternal separation from their creator.
· Psalms 102 – God DOES HEAR our prayers of pain – which means He does answer them to our benefit & to His glory.
	Passage
	Comments on Psalms 73

	Psalm 73:3
	· ENVY - “I was envious of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked”
· Is this common among believers to envy the wicked? – YOU BET
· What things are we envy of?

	73:4-12
	· The wicked have no problems in life (vv 4-5)
· They are full & happy and they get away with murder (vv6-11)

· They are at ease and their riches increase (v12)

	73:13-15
	· The righteous, however, are punished every day
· WHY? 
Consider 1Pet 3:14, 17; Psalm 119:71

	73:16-17
	· No easy answer for this UNTIL we see things from God’s perspective
· We only get God’s perspective when we visit Him with sincerity in His sanctuary – in church, in prayer, and in bible study 

	73:25-26
	· Our ultimate desire – “And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you, Lord” (v25)
· Can we say “Even when my body and heart fail my trust and strength is in God” (v26)

· Until we get to this point in our faith we will always have an envy spot for the wicked

	73:27
	· In the end – the wicked will perish


	Passage
	Comments on Psalms 102

	Psalms 102:1-4,7
	· The Psalmist is so afflicted about his situation in life he has totally forgotten to eat
· …and he is too distraught to even sleep (v7)

· What afflictions cause someone not to even think about sustaining their own life?

	102:10
	· Have you ever been kicked when you’re down?
· …or, as this Psalmist states, he envisioned God picking him up only to drop-kick him through the goal posts, so to speak

· Have you ever felt that kind of anguish where you thought God was more of an enemy to you?

· NOTE: This Psalm is dealing with being disciplined for serious sins, but the righteous can still suffer the same fate as the wicked 
Ez 21:3

	102:17
	· God regards the prayers of the destitute/the humble/ the righteous – and does not despise their prayers
· In other words, every prayer we utter will be addressed some how, some time, some where to our benefit and for God’s glory
Rev 5:8; 8:3-4

	NOTE 1
	· One of the biggest ways God gets glory for Himself from sinful creatures like us is by answering our prayers so we can bear much fruit for Him
John 15:5-8

	NOTE 2
	· God’s wisdom is often times only learned while experiencing the tough parts of life
Ecc 7:4 


CONCLUSION:

· I think the Apostle Paul summed it up best – “But we have this treasure (the Gospel) in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the (Gospel’s) power will be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. [2Cor 4:7-10]
SUPPORTING PASSAGES:

Ez 21:31 – The righteous perish with the wicked

John 15:5-8 – God receives glory by answering our prayers

Pet 3:14, 17 – Having it tough in life is by design

Ps 119:71 – Through afflictions we can learn about God
Ec 7:4 – The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning;
Rev 5:8; 8:3-4 – Our prayers are received as a sweet aroma
NEXT WEEK:
· Psalms 1 – A different twist on things – the Righteous flourish in this life
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