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Sunday School Lesson
SS - 1Thes3.doc

LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Dec 07
1Thes 1:1-10
When You Started Out
2) Dec 14
1Thes 2:1-16
When Others Helped You
3) Dec 28
1Thes 2:17-3:13
When Others Cared For You
4) Jan 04
1Thes 4:1-12
What Is Your Goal In Life?
INTRODUCTION
· Paul was the spiritual father to many churches – and like a loving, caring parent he didn’t want to be away from them
· But he was often chased away and forced to leave his “kids” behind to fend for themselves

· And sometimes, his responsibilities of caring for other churches prevented him from going back to see how his older “kids” were doing

· What can a parent do?

· Write love letters to his spiritual kids

· Send others in his place to check on them (i.e., Timothy)

· Thank God for His goodness, and pray continuously for their well being and for a reunion

	Passage
	Comments

	2:17-20
	Leaving
· Paul says Satan hindered him from spending more time with the Thessalonians
· This was evident in being chased out of town by the Jews (God allowed such hindrances)

· Other hindrances or changes to his ministry were caused by God (Act 16:6-7); and by Paul’s other responsibilities (Rom 1:13; 15:22)

· What kind of hindrances happen in our lives?

· How should we cope when hit by hindrances?

· Seek discernment whether to fight the hindrance or patiently endure it

	3:1-5
	Sending
· Most think Timothy was a young, inexperienced side-kick. He may have started off that way, but by the time he was being sent out by Paul, he was fully capable of turning a church around
· Picture a Billy Graham teamed up with a Paul Chitwood. Paul C., like Timothy would be a formidable force – spiritually able to tackle any issue a church may have

· vv1,2 – “…when we could endure it no longer…”
Concern for loved ones is a great motivator to take action. In this case, Timothy was sent to check on the young Thessalonian church
· vv3,4 – Afflictions and persecutions should not be a big concern for believers, cause we know it’s coming

· The concern Paul had was if the Thessalonians were staying true under the duress

· Paul knew first hand how Satan could hinder and afflict God’s people (with God’s approval, of course)

· If the Apostle Paul suffered under Satan’s attacks he had valid concern for these young, inexperienced believers – Satan would eat them for breakfast
· The Thessalonians had one thing in their favor – The were thoroughly trained and indoctrinated by the Apostle Paul

· Likewise, if we are properly indoctrinated in God’s word, we too can withstand the “wiles of the devil”
Eph 6:11,12

	3:6-9
	Thanksgiving
· Pr 25:25 Like cold water to a weary soul is good news from a distant land – that’s how Paul welcomed the news Timothy brought back to him
· v8 – “for now we live if you stand fast” – WHAT?

· Consider the NLT rendition – “It gives us new life, knowing you remain strong in the Lord”

· In other words, Paul has gotten pumped up after hearing such good news about his kids

· v9 – Such good news sure makes it easy to give praise and thanks to God

	BUT
	· What if Timothy brought back bad news? 

· What if the church disbanded, fell apart? 

· What if all believers were killed off, imprisoned?

· Could or should Paul still render thanks to God?

	3:10-13
	Praying
· Paul prays continuously, night & day, for 5 things:
1. That he might see their face again

2. That he may complete what is lacking

3. That God may give him traveling mercy

4. That God may cause them to increase in love

5. That God may establish them blameless
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CONCLUSIONS / LIFE APPLICATIONS

· Never leave anything for granted. Paul prayed like things depended on God, but lived like things depended on him
SUPPORTING PASSAGES

Ac 16:6-7 They passed through the Phrygian and Galatian region, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia; and after they came to Mysia, they were trying to go into Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not permit them;
Ro 1:13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.
Ro 15:22 For which cause also (other church activities – sharing the Gospel) I have been much hindered from coming to you

Eph 6:11,12 Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
NEXT WEEK

· 2 Thes 4:1-2 – warnings against sexual impurity; the call for increasing love for the brethren; and to have a quiet life
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