FBCMW, 14 Dec 08
Sunday School Lesson
SS - 1Thes2.doc

LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Dec 07
1Thes 1:1-10
When You Started Out
2) Dec 14
1Thes 2:1-16
When Others Helped You
3) Dec 21
Lk 1:26-56
For Christmas
4) Dec 28
1Thes 2:17-3:13
When Others Cared For You
5) Jan 04
1Thes 4:1-12
What Is Your Goal In Life?
6) Jan 11
1Thes 4:13-18
What Hope Do You Have?
7) Jan 18
Exod; Deut; Mat; Luke
Sanctity Of Life
8) Jan 25
1Thes 5:1-11
Are You Ready?
9) Feb 01
1Thes 5:12-28
Do You Get Along With Others?
10) Feb 08
2Thes 2:1-12
You Can Feel Safe
11) Feb 15
2Thes 2:1-17
You Can Stay Calm
12) Feb 22
2Thes 3:1-18
You Can Keep At It
INTRODUCTION
· How would you like to work long hours during the day, then come home to take care of the family, and also go out to work church ministry [OH! Some of you already do!]
· Paul was no stranger to grueling days

· He spent his days working as a tent maker to support himself and others who were with him (Timothy, Silas, Aquila, Priscilla, Barnabas, Mark…)

· Then he would spend the evenings sharing the Gospel in the Synagogue or market place – Remember: they didn’t have weekends to rest. The Roman/Greek culture was accustomed to working 7-day work weeks
· Then he would also make time for individual discipleship

· Why doesn’t God make his Saints, especially His A-Team, independently wealthy so they can be about the Lord’s work?

	Passage
	Comments

	2:1-4
	Bold Teachers
· v1 – His time spent in Thessalonica was not in vain
· How can we make sure our time spent with family & friends this holiday season is fruitful?
PLAN your words, thoughts, and actions
· v2 – Suffering and mistreatment led to boldness
· In Philippi, Paul and Silas were flogged and imprisoned for sharing the Gospel
Acts 16:22-24
· v3 – No ulterior motives in sharing the Gospel
· v4 – The goal was not to win converts, but to please God by obeying His command to share the Gospel freely to all who would listen
· We are beggars showing other beggars where the bread is

	2:5-8
	Caring Teachers / The Perfect Mother
· v5 – No flattery speeches, no hidden motives to gain wealth – just the unvarnished truth
· v6 – Apostles had the right to be supported by the church
1Cor 9:3-14; 2Cor 11:7-11
· v7 – Our approach was as a doting mother – all of our attention is focused on your benefit
· v8 – Our love for you made it easy for us to share the Gospel and our lives with you

	2:9-12
	Devout Teachers / The Perfect Father
· v9 – Paul worked as a tent maker
Acts 18;1-3
· v10 – Examine our walk
· v11 – How should we exhort, encourage, implore others to live godly lives?
Be the Perfect Father
· v12 –Ultimate goal ( to be called worthy of our God

	2:13-16
	Receptive Learners

· v13 – God’s word performs a work in those who believe. It matures/completes us
· v14 – Imitators again, this time of the persecuted churches in Judea/Israel – enduring under persecution by fellow countrymen 
· v15 – Paul use to fit in this category – Church persecutor 
· v16 – Basically, the wicked seal their own fate
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CONCLUSIONS / LIFE APPLICATIONS

· When serving the Lord, hard physical, mental, and emotional work may be involved (judged according to the flesh), but live according to the Spirit of God
cf 1Pet 4:6
SUPPORTING PASSAGES

1Pet 4:6  For this cause was the gospel preached also to them that are dead (or dying), that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.
NEXT WEEK

· A Christmas message
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