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Sunday School Lesson
SS - 1Thes1.doc

LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Dec 07
1Thes 1:1-10
When You Started Out
2) Dec 14
1Thes 2:1-16
When Others Helped You
3) Dec 21
Lk 1:26-56
For Christmas
4) Dec 28
1Thes 2:17-3:13
When Others Cared For You
5) Jan 04
1Thes 4:1-12
What Is Your Goal In Life?
6) Jan 11
1Thes 4:13-18
What Hope Do You Have?
7) Jan 18
Exod; Deut; Mat; Luke
Sanctity Of Life
8) Jan 25
1Thes 5:1-11
Are You Ready?
9) Feb 01
1Thes 5:12-28
Do You Get Along With Others?
10) Feb 08
2Thes 2:1-12
You Can Feel Safe
11) Feb 15
2Thes 2:1-17
You Can Stay Calm
12) Feb 22
2Thes 3:1-18
You Can Keep At It
INTRODUCTION
· Paul started the Thessalonian church on his 2nd of 3 missionary journeys
· 1Thes was written to express Paul’s delight at the faithfulness of these persecuted believers

· 2Thes was written to correct some false doctrine regarding the 2nd coming of Christ. 
· The Rapture concept is addressed in 1Thes 4:13-18, but every chapter in 1Thes ends with a reference to the 2nd coming of Christ
· 1st & 2nd Thes were among the first NT artifacts written 
(A.D. 50/51)

· 1Thes explains why deceased believers will not miss out on the Rapture

· 2Thes explains why believers will not be involved in the Tribulation

· Paul’s 2nd missionary journey began with selecting Silas and Timothy to go with him (Acts 17)

· Next, Paul, through a vision, was directed away from Asia and sent to Macedonia instead 

· In Thyatira Paul & Silas end up in Jail
· From there, they traveled to Thessalonica – and the fun begins
1. Paul is chased out of Thessalonica after about a month

2. He heads for Berea and he leaves Timothy & Silas there

3. Timothy and Silas meet up with Paul in Athens. Paul sends Timothy back to Thessalonica to check on things
4. Timothy finds Paul in Corinth and reports on things

5. Paul then writes 1Thesalonians for Timothy to carry back to them

	Passage
	Comments

	1:1-4
	Evidence of salvation
· v1 – Thessalonians were a church who were noted to be “in” God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
· Paul does not use his Apostolic authority in this letter, so there was no need to strongly encourage the Thessalonians to change their behavior

· v2 – Paul mentions Thessalonians “always” in his prayers. How was this done?

· v3 – Thessalonians were noted for the following (how would we be noted for these traits?)
1) Work of Faith

2) Labor of Love

3) Steadfastness of Hope

· v4 – God chose them
2Th 2:13

	1:5-6
	Experience of Salvation

· v5 – What does it mean for the gospel to come in power and in the Holy Spirit with full conviction?
· God worked special miracles during this time to establish the Gospel
Acts 5:12; Rom 15:19
· v6 – Thessalonians were imitators of Paul et al.
· Are we of a caliber that people would want to imitate us? 

· Thessalonians also received the gospel under duress and accepted it with “joy of the HS”

	1:7-10
	Example for Others

· v7 – Thessalonians (and us) need to migrate from being imitators to being imitated
· v8 – Thessalonians become a light on a hill top
· vv9-10 – Thessalonians were noted for:

1) Turning away from idols

2) Turning to worship a living and true God

3) Waiting/Serving till Christ returns
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CONCLUSIONS / LIFE APPLICATIONS

· Make it a goal to have a testimony for others to imitate
SUPPORTING PASSAGES

2Thes 2:13 … from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.
Ac 5:12  And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders done among the people

Ro 15:19  in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Spirit of God; so that I … have fully preached the (gospel)
NEXT WEEK

· Apostolic example and Satanic hindrance
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