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NOTES

Introduction
a) What Controversial Doctrines Exist Today?

 Calvinism? Marriage? 
 Women in Ministry?
 Creation vs Evolution? Eternal Security?
 Church Polity: Congregational vs Elder Rule
 Pre-Post Millennial Return of Christ? 
 Pre-Post-Mid Tribulation? 
 Gifts of the Holy Spirit?
 …and Miracles?
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NOTES

Introduction (cont)

b) What types of healings and miracles and other 
wonders are occurring today?
 Are they Supernatural Miracles (SNMs), 

which break known laws of nature?
 Or are they Providential, where God works 

within His established laws of nature?
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Introduction (cont)
c) What is our source of authoritative truth?

2Peter 1:19
 Is it God’s word (whose’ interpretation)?
 Is it based on Denominational and/or 

Church tradition (and whose)?
 Is it based on experiences (and whose)?
 Is it based on feelings (whose)?
 Or a combination of all the above?

d) How will Satan deceive in the last days?
Mat 24:24; 2Thes 2:9; Rev 16:14

2Pet 1:19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy

Mat 24:24 "For false Christs and false prophets will arise 
and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, 
if possible, even the elect.

2Thes 2:9 …the one whose coming is in accord with the 
activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false 
wonders,

Rev 16:14 for they are spirits of demons, performing 
signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to 
gather them together for the war of the great day of God, 
the Almighty.
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SBC Focuses on Essentials to Further the Gospel 
– Frequently Avoiding Controversy
• Even our Baptist F&M does not adequately 

address spiritual gifts, signs, and wonders
 The Holy Spirit “bestows spiritual gifts by 

which they serve God through His church”
 This begs a few questions:
 Which Gifts, if any, truly exist today?
 Do Apostles still exist today? 
 Theoretically, we can be “Cessationists” or  

“Continuationists” (i.e., Bapticostals)
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SBC Focuses on Essentials to Further the Gospel 
– Frequently Avoiding Controversy (cont)

a) Questions: Should we avoid tough doctrines? 
Or only focus on the basics? Or should we 
teach the Whole Counsel of God (Acts 20:27), 
where some things are “hard to understand”?

2Peter 3:16; Heb 6:1
b) Consider the following: We can differ on 

so-called “non-essential” doctrines and still 
worship together & maintain unity to combine 
our talents & resources to reach the Lost

• Focusing on Essentials is GOOD
• Focusing ONLY on Essentials is Limiting

• We will always have baby Christians in the pews

• It’s a balancing act
• We must Teach the Whole Counsel of God (Acts 20:27)
• Even Paul spoke on things “hard to understand” -2Pet 3:16
• …and don’t be afraid of going “…leaving the elementary teaching 

about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a 
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God” 
(Heb 6:1)

c) Question: 
Are we non-committal with non-essentials?
i) Believe whatever you want 

– it doesn’t matter
ii) Let’s not go there 

– we might offend someone
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Supernatural vs Providential Miracles

a) Another Question: 
What kind of Miracles are we seeing TODAY?
i) To be truthful, only psychosomatic 

healings of functional ailments (e.g., 
headaches, backaches, some cancers…)

ii) No SNMs or healings of organic ailments 
(e.g., broken bones, missing teeth or 
appendages, Mental Retardation, etc.)

Illustration: 
Thermal Imaging vs Mammograms & Diet Coke

Medical science shows Positive Attitudes Affect Our Health:
Psalm 31:10 My strength has failed because of my iniquity,
and my body has wasted away
Psalm 38:3 There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your
indignation; there is no health in my bones because of my sin.
Proverbs 3:7–8 Fear the LORD and turn away from evil. It
will be healing to your body and refreshment to your bones
Proverbs 13:12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick
Proverbs 14:30 A tranquil heart is life to the body, but passion
is rottenness to the bones
Proverbs 16:24; 17:22; 18:14

7

Healings and Miracles Today

Dr. Rod O’Neil



NOTES

Supernatural vs Providential Miracles (cont)

b) Consider the SNMs and Healings Jesus and 
His Disciples worked
i) Instantaneous Supernatural Healings and 

Miracles confirmed His deity 
— and they got Him crucified

ii) SNMs got Apostles thrown into prison
Acts 5:16-18

c) Satan – The best he can do is lying wonders
2Thes 2:9

Acts 5:16  Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were 
sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all being 
healed.
17 But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates 
(that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with 
jealousy.
18 They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public 

jail.

2Thes 2:9 that is, the one who’s coming is in accord with the 
activity of Satan, with all power and signs and lying wonders,
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Basics of Hermeneutics 
(Principles of Interpretation)
 We all know what the Bible says, 

But what does it mean?
Whoever believes and is baptized is saved. 

Is Water Baptism Necessary? Mark 16:16
 Early Church and Circumcision (“…there was 

great dissension and much debate”) Acts 15
Have we lost the will and ability to debate?
It is easier to divide than resolve issues

• 1Tim 2:15  Women saved in childbearing
• Because of our sometimes-erroneous assumptions and 

biases the Bible can be used to develop any conceivable 
doctrine imaginable from Limbo to space aliens, from 
Calvinism to Arminianism, and from Catholicism to 
Pentecostalism

• We must consider the context, the culture, the 
grammatical structure, the type of prose, and the whole 
counsel of God to help determine the intended meaning & 
possible applications. 

• Illus. Early Church and Circumcision
• More often than not, one’s assumptions and biases are 

the strongholds and fortresses or the old wineskins which 
have to be demolished and rebuilt before someone 
converts from false doctrine to sound doctrine
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Basics of Hermeneutics (cont)
(Principles of Interpretation)

• We often must consider the whole counsel of 
God to help determine the intended meaning & 
possible applications

• We also need to challenge our assumptions 
and biases, which are often the “strongholds 
and fortresses” or “old wineskins” which need 
to be altered or even demolished 2Cor 10:4

The Bible, Correctly Interpreted, Should Be Our Key Source of Truth
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How Do We Address the Inquisitive & Skeptics?

a) Be prepared to Give an Answer to Everyone
1Peter 3:15

b) Like the men of Issachar, we need to know 
how God is working in our day to properly 
promote His Kingdom 1Chron 12:32

1Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense to everyone 
who asks you to give an account for the hope that is 
in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;

1Chron 12:32 Of the sons of Issachar, men who 
understood the times, with knowledge of what Israel 
should do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all 
their kinsmen were at their command.
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How Did Jesus Heal and Who Did He Heal?
 Jesus instantaneously healed Anyone & 

Everyone who came to Him – and them some, 
of Anything & Everything, Anytime and Every 
Time, and Anywhere & Everywhere He went

 The only ones Jesus could not and did not heal 
were those who refused to come out to him 
because of their willful unbelief

 Yet, where did Jesus perform most of His 
miracles? 
In unrepentant towns Mt 11:20; 13:58; Lk 10:13

Mat 11:20 Then He began to denounce the cities in 
which most of His miracles were done, because 
they did not repent.

Mat 13:58 And He did not do many miracles there 
(Nazareth) because of their unbelief.

Lk 10:13 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles had been performed 
in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they 
would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth 
and ashes.
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How Did Jesus Heal and Who Did He Heal? (cont)
• Jesus healed with a touch
• He healed with a word
• He healed large groups
• He healed selectively
 One lame man at the Pool of Bethesda

• He healed remotely
 Capernaum Royal Official’s son
 Roman centurion's servant
 Syro-Phoenician's daughter
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How Did Jesus Heal and Who Did He Heal? (cont)
• He healed the ungrateful
 9 out of 10 lepers

• He healed when faith was present
 All those who touched Him
 “Your faith has made you well”

• He healed when faith was not present
 The Widow’s son at Nain (no one asked Him)

• He healed when faith was weak
 Father of the “lunatic” boy
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How Did Jesus Heal and Who Did He Heal? (cont)
• He healed for convenience sake
 Peter’s mother-in-law so she could feed them

• He healed within the synagogue
• He healed outside the synagogue
• He healed the easy ones
 Peter’s mother-in-law’s fever

• He healed the hard ones
 Amputations
 Lazarus after 4 days in the grave
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How Did Jesus Heal and Who Did He Heal? (cont)
• He healed out of compassion
• He healed out of compulsion
 Royal Official’s son in John 4 

• He healed sinners
• He healed believers
• He healed unbelievers
 Blind man in John 9, and demoniacs

• He healed foreigners
 Syro-Phoenician’s daughter (a Canaanite)
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Matthew’s 10 Crowds 
– 100% Instantaneous Healings

1. Jesus Christ (JC) healed every disease
Mat 4:23-24

2. JC healed ALL who were ill, 
including demoniacs Mat 8:16-17

3. JC healed every illness in Church 
(i.e., Synagogue) Mat 9:35

Mat 4:23-24 Jesus was … healing every kind of disease and 
every kind of sickness among the people. 24  … and they 
brought to Him ALL who were ill, those suffering with 
various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; 
and He healed them (ALL)

Mat 8:16-17 When evening came, they brought to Him many 
who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with 
a word, and healed ALL who were ill.

Mat 9:26, 35 Jesus was going through all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease 
and every kind of sickness.
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Matthew’s 10 Crowds 
– 100% Instantaneous Healings (cont)

4. JC again healed every disease
Mat 10:01

5. JC healed ALL (including amputees?)
Mat 12:15-16

6. JC healed ALL before feeding 5,000
Mat 14:14-21

7. ALL who touched His cloak were healed
Mat 14:35-36

Mat 10:01 Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave 
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.

Mat 12:15-16 …Many followed Him, and He healed them 
ALL…

Mat 14:14-21 …He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion 
for them and healed their sick – before He Fed them 
Ex 6:9 People couldn’t listen to Moses due to despondency

Mat 14:35-36 … (they) brought to Him all who were sick; and 
they implored Him that they might just touch the fringe of His 
cloak; and as many as touched it were cured.
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Matthew’s 10 Crowds 
– 100% Instantaneous Healings (cont)

8. JC healed the Lame & Crippled before 
feeding 4,000 Mat 15:30-38
Lame: Cholos & Anaperos (Grk) 
– e.g., Bereft, Deprived, or Missing a Limb

Crippled: Kullos (Grk) 
– e.g., Crooked, Injured, or Broken Limb

Mat 15:30 And large crowds came to Him, bringing 
with them those who were lame, crippled, blind, 
mute, and many others, and they laid them down at 
His feet; and He healed them (ALL)

v31. So the crowd marveled as they saw the mute 
speaking, the crippled restored, and the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the 
God of Israel.

19

Healings and Miracles Today

Dr. Rod O’Neil



NOTES

Matthew’s 10 Crowds 
– 100% Instantaneous Healings (cont)

9. JC again healed ALL who followed Him
Mat 19:2

10. JC healed ALL blind & lame in Church again 
(i.e., the Temple) Mat 21:14

Mat 19:2 and large crowds followed Him, and He 
healed them there.

Mat 21:14 And the blind and the lame came to Him in 
the temple, and He healed them.
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Consider the Following:

a) Did Jesus heal amputees? 
He healed the Lame & Crippled Mat 15:30-38
He also healed Malchus’ ear Lk 22:50-51
If He can multiply fish out of thin air to feed 
thousands, then He can easily restore limbs

b) What physical ailment would be too hard 
for God to heal? Jer 32:27

 God does not often fix Stupid or Stubbornness
Hos 4:16; 2Tim 2:25

Lk 22:50-51 And one of them (Peter) struck the slave of the 
high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus answered and 
said, "Stop! No more of this." And He touched his ear and 
healed him.

Jer 32:27 "Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is 
anything too difficult for Me?"

Possibly, God doesn’t fix STUPID or STUBBORNESS
Hos 4:16 Even God cannot lead Stubborn Cows
2Tim 2:25 …with gentleness correcting those who are in 
opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance 
leading to the knowledge of the truth,
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Prosperity Gospel Perspective

i. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. Heb 13:8

ii. Greater works than these will you do
John 14:12

iii. Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do...
John 14:13

iv. If you ask Me anything in My name, 
I will do it John 14:14

Sure enough, we can find passages of Scripture where it 
seems plausible that we should be able to work SNM TODAY!
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Prosperity Gospel Perspective (cont)

v. If you abide in Me … ask whatever you wish…
John 15:7

vi. Ask the Father for anything in My name
John 16:23

vii. Ask and you will receive
John 16:24
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THE KICKER

a) Jesus spoke to them Figuratively (NASB), in 
proverbs (KJ), in parables (Amp), in Figures 
of speech (HSCB), in Similitudes (YLT),   IOW, 
Non-Literally (Metaphorically) John 16:25

b) Question: 
How should we now interpret these preceding 
verses spoken to the Apostles?

c) Question: 
Do we employ a “tangible” Earthly or an 
“intangible” Heavenly perspective?

John 16:23 "In that day you will not question Me 
about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask 
the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to 
you.
24  "Until now you have asked for nothing in My 
name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy 
may be made full.
25  These things I have spoken to you figuratively 
(NASB), in proverbs (KJ), parables (Amp), figures 
of speech (HSCB), in similitudes (YLT).
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Crowd Healings & Miracles in Acts

a) Apostles worked signs and wonders
Acts 5:12

b) Peter’s shadow healed ALL
Acts 5:15-16

c) Stephen performed great signs & wonders
Acts 6:8

Acts 5:12 At the hands of the apostles many signs and 
wonders were taking place among the people;

Acts 5:15-16 …they even carried the sick out into the streets 
and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came 
by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them. Also
the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were 
coming together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted 
with unclean spirits, and they were all being healed.

Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was 
performing great wonders and signs among the people.
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Crowd Healings & Miracles in Acts (cont)

d) Philip did healings, signs, and wonders
Acts 8:13

e) Paul & Barnabas worked signs & wonders
Acts 14:3

f) Paul’s handkerchief worked miracles
Acts 19:11-12

g) Paul healed everyone on island of Malta
Acts 28:9

Acts 8:16-13 Even Simon (the Magician) continued on with 
Philip, and he observed signs and great miracles taking 
place, he was constantly amazed.

Acts 14:3 (God granted) that signs and wonders be done by 
their (Apostles) hands.

Acts 19:11-12 God performed extraordinary miracles by the 
hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs / aprons were even 
carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them 
and the evil spirits went out.

Acts 28:9 …the rest of the people on the island who had 
diseases were coming to him and getting cured.
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Spiritual Gifts to the Church

a) Apostles, Prophets, Pastors/Teachers
Eph 4:11-13

b) Grace, Giving, Mercy, Teaching, and more
Rom 12:4-8

c) Wisdom, Healings, Miracles, Tongues, and 
more 1Cor 12

Remember: New Christians seemingly received a special gift 
from the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation as the Spirit 
distributed as He deemed fit (1Cor 12:11)
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Scriptural Evidence of Cessation of SNMs
Heb 2:3-4

a) Gifts of the Holy Spirit will cease
1Cor 13:8-13

i) Question: 
Do we still have Apostles TODAY?

If YES, then we should see:
1) Signs of an Apostle (SNMs), and 
2) The word of God should still be growing

Heb 2:3-4 How will we escape if we neglect so great 
a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through 
the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who 
heard, God also testifying with them, both by signs 
and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts 
of the Holy Spirit according to His own will

NOWHERE IN SCRIPTURE DO WE SEE APOSTLES BEING 
DONE AWAY WITH
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Scriptural Evidence of Cessation of SNMs (cont)

b) Paul could not heal himself 2Cor 12:7-10
c) Epaphroditus, Paul could not heal him either

Phil 2:25-27
d) Timothy, Paul told him to take wine/medicine 

for his “frequent ailments” 1Tim 5:23
e) Trophimus, Paul left him sick in Miletum

2Tim 4:20

We have to admit the Holy Spirit had changes is MO
(Mode of Operandi) even before the Apostles had died off
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Scriptural Evidence of Cessation of SNMs (cont)

i) Question: Where was Paul’s handkerchief?
ii) Question: Paul healed every unbeliever on 

the island of Malta. Why couldn’t Paul heal 
these hardworking and beloved saints of their 
illnesses? Acts 28:9

iii) Question: Why didn’t these saints call for 
someone with the gifts of healings or the gift 
of miracles?
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Scriptural Evidence of Cessation of SNMs (cont)

f) James, call for the elders for a healing
James 5:13-16

g) Jesus commands us to invite the lame & 
crippled to dinner, not to heal them but for 
fellowship. We would be blessed eternally, 
and they would be comforted for 1 day

Lk 14:12-14

Spiritual Gifts and SNMs Ceased Even Before Apostles Had Died Off

James 5:13-16 (14) Is anyone among you sick? Then he 
must call for the elders of the church and they are to pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; (16) 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a 
righteous man can accomplish much.

Lk 14:13-14 "But when you give a reception, invite the poor, 
the crippled, the lame, the blind,
14  and you will be blessed, since they do not have the 
means to repay you; for you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous."
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Simple Statistical Analysis 
(Based on 70 healers out of 500 Saints)

Luke 10:1, 17; 1Cor 15:6

a) Let’s assume a conservative 10% healer ratio 
working 1 SNM per year

b) 2B believers x 10% = 200M healings/year; 
With 20,000 hospitals worldwide x 100 beds 
= 2M healings possible (it’s not happening)

Luke 10:1, 17 Jesus appointed 70 others and sent them out 
to heal; the 70 returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the 
demons are subject to us in Your name.”

1Cor 15:6 Jesus appeared to more than 500 brethren at one 
time after His resurrection
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Simple Statistical Analysis (cont)
(Based on 70 healers out of 500 Saints)

c) Every hospital should be cleared out many 
times over each year!

d) We need to acknowledged God is NOT 
working SNMs TODAY

e) Some accuse Paul or others to have been in 
sin or not having enough faith for why they 
couldn’t work healings or miracles
 But, Judas, the Son of Perdition, worked 

healings & miracles just fine…

c) Unfortunately, not one hospital anywhere as ever had to 
shut down or lay off doctors and nurses for a lack of patients

d) If God is still working SNM today as He did during the Time 
of Christ, then let’s go down to St Jude’s Children’s Hospital, 
and not heal just 1, but heal EVERYONE of EVERYTHING as 
Jesus would have done.
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What About Demonic Possession? 
Can we Expel Demons?

a) No scriptural evidence to the contrary, 
and it breaks no laws of nature; 
so, be Prepared & Prayed up Mark 9:29

b) Draw near to God & Satan MUST Flee
James 4:7-8

Mark 9:29 And He said to them, "This kind cannot 
come out by anything but prayer.“

James 4:7-8 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil 
and he will flee from you.
8  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.
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More on Demons

• Spiritual warfare is a reality and a priority for 
us. We don’t need satanic influence to sin 
against God, but demons do add a different 
dimension to our fight.

• Whether someone is demon-possessed or not, 
we have available God’s authority and 
resources to help those struggling to live 
victoriously for Christ

• The Key is OBEDIENCE, then Satan MUST flee
Jms 4:7-10
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More on Demons (cont)

• Also, Paul tells us we are not to be 
quarrelsome, but kind to all, able to teach them, 
patient when wronged, and with gentleness 
correct those who are struggling. 
 Then, God can do His mighty work to free 

them from the clutches of the devil, 

…assuming the struggling individual truly 
wants to be helped. 2 Timothy 2:24-26

2 Timothy 2:24-26 The Lord’s bond-servant must not 
be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, 
patient when wronged,
25  with gentleness correcting those who are in 
opposition, if perhaps God may grant them 
repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,
26  and they may come to their senses and escape
from the snare of the devil, having been held 
captive by him to do his will.
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Future Blessings of the Handicapped

a) God makes the Lame and the Blind
Exod 4:11

b) He promises to bless the Handicapped later
Isaiah 42:16

c) …and make them whole – later Isaiah 56:4-5
d) …and greatly honor them – later Zeph 3:19
e) …and assemble them into a strong nation

– later Micah 4:6-7

Ex 4:11 The LORD said to him, "Who has made man’s mouth? Or who 
makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD?

Isaiah 42:16 "I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In paths they 
do not know I will guide them. I will make darkness into light before them 
And rugged places into plains. These are the things I will do, And I will not 
leave them undone."

Isaiah 56:4-5 To them (handicapped) I will give in My house and within My 
walls a memorial, And a name better than that of sons and daughters; I will 
give them an everlasting name which will not be cut off.

Zeph 3:19 … I will save the lame And gather the outcast, And I will turn their 
shame into praise and renown In all the earth.

Micah 4:6-7 …I will assemble the lame And gather the outcasts, Even those 
whom I have afflicted. 7  "I will make the lame a remnant And the outcasts a 
strong nation, And the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion From now 
on and forever.
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Conclusion – We are Encouraged to Pray Big

a) Salvation promised for loved ones
1John 5:16

b) Our prayers can impact nations 
(e.g., Elijah withholding Rain) James 5:17-18
Note: This was not a SNM – so we can do it.

1John 5:16 If anyone sees his brother committing a 
sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will 
for him give life to those who commit sin not leading
to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not 
say that he should make request for this.

James 5:17-18 Elijah was a man with a nature like 
ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain, 
and it did not rain on the earth for three years and 
six months. 18  Then he prayed again, and the sky 
poured rain and the earth produced its fruit.

Illustration: WV Thunderstorm during Roofing work
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More Considerations

a) The world will see Supernatural Miracles in 
the near future…

b) …Two special witnesses will appear on the 
world scene to work spectacular wonders 
and SNMs, BUT for only 3.5 years Rev 11

Rev 11:6 These (2 witnesses) have the power to shut up the 
sky, so that rain will not fall during the days of their 
prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn 
them into blood, and to strike the earth with every plague, as 
often as they desire.
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NOTES

More Considerations (cont)

c) Then Satan & his minions will employ “lying 
wonders” to deceive the whole world

Rev 13:13-14; 16:14

d) Let’s hope we have been Raptured by then 

Rev 13:13-14 He performs great signs, so that he even 
makes fire come down out of heaven to the earth in the 
presence of men. 14  And he deceives those who dwell on 
the earth because of the signs which it was given him to 
perform in the presence of the beast, telling those who dwell 
on the earth to make an image to the beast who *had the 
wound of the sword and has come to life.

Rev 16:14 For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, 
which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them 
together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.
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NOTES

Remember Jesus’ Priority

DON’T HEAL ME … I’VE 
GOT GREAT DISABILITY

 Healings and Miracles 
only offer temporary 
solace here in this life

 Jesus’ priority was to 
teach and preach to 
the crowds to impact 
them for all eternity
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NOTES

http://www.lifewithoutlimbs.org
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