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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) 06 Sept
Psalms 19
God is Revealed
2) 13 Sept
Psalms 9
God is Just
3) 20 Sept
Psalms 105
God is Faithful
4) 27 Sep
Psalms 135
God is Great
5) 04 Oct
Psalms 23
When I Need Comfort
6) 11 Oct
Psalms 51
When I have Sinned
7) 18 Oct
Psalms 56
When I am Afraid
8) 25 Oct
Psalms 73
When I have Doubts
9) 01 Nov
Psalms 102
When I am Afflicted
10) 08 Nov
Psalms 1
Choose Wisely
11) 15 Nov 
Psalms 112
Live Righteously/
12) 22 Nov
Psalms 116
Give Thanks
13) 29 Nov
Psalms 119
Obey God’s Word
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INTRODUCTION
· Is there anything we should not praise God for?

· Loss of a Child? – King David worshipped God following the death of his child by Bathsheba
2 Sam 12:20

· Loss of Everything? Job lost 10 children, his job, wealth, health, possessions, but he blessed God anyway
Job 1:21
· Psalm 135 praises God for everything from being a sovereign God who rules over all to killing bad people
	Passage
	Comments

	Ps 135:
1-3
	Praise God from the Sanctuary/Church
· Praise seems to come from those standing (v2)
· Picture someone at a sporting event sitting and watching with no enthusiasm ( How Boring

· True praise has us out of our seats 

	135:4-5
	…for selecting us as His possession
· God’s omniscience is beyond our reckoning

	135:6-7
	…for God’s sovereignty over everything

· God controls everything (weather, creatures, men’s hearts – without us being robots)

· Nothing takes Him by surprise

	135:8-12
	…for killing bad people – Israel’s enemies

· Egypt’s first born and the Egyptian army

· Ultimately, God is the killer of the Canaanites and other wicked nations (though, in this case, God used the Israelites to perform His justice)
· See comparison between the Bible and Koran (

	135:13-18
	…for being the only God in existence – and who cares about us
· Idolaters become like their idols – deaf, dumb, blind

· What are our idols today that we devote more time to than what we give to God?

· Job?

· Possessions? (Cars, homes, toys)

· Money?

	135:19-21
	Praise seems to originate and be centered in Zion – Jerusalem, the future throne of the Lord

· Some traditionalists believe the Garden of Eden’s Tree of Life was originally centered where Jerusalem’s temple is today
· God will call Jerusalem His throne
Jer 3:17

· Whether we are Jews by blood or Jews by spiritual adoption – We owe God our honest and heartfelt praise – He deserves nothing less!
· Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem…




	Tough sayings of the Bible
	Tough sayings of the Koran

	· Deut 19:13 Show him no pity. You must purge from Israel the guilt of shedding innocent blood

· Deut 20:16…in the cities of these peoples that God is giving you, you shall not leave alive anything that breathes
· Deut 20:16-17 You shall utterly destroy them, the Hittite and the Amorite, the Canaanite and the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite
· Judges 21:11 …you shall utterly destroy every man and every woman who has lain with man
· 1Sam 15:3  Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, and his animals
	· Sura III, v134 – Martyrs are honored by God

· Sura III, v78 – Believers (Muslims) fight for God. Unbelievers fight for Satan

· Sura III, v91 – Slay infidels (non-Muslims) wherever you find them

· Sura IX, v29 – Make war upon those who have the Scriptures (Jews & Christians), but believe not [our Muslim ways]
· Sura IX, v5 – Kill polytheists (Christians) wherever you find them. Ambush them.
· Sura LXI, v4 – God loves those who fight

· Sura LXVI, v9 – Make war on the infidels

· Sura XIII, v187 – Kill infidels wherever you find them

· Sura XLVII, v4 – Cut off the heads of the infidels when you encounter them

· Sura XLVIII, v29 – Be vehement against the infidels


	What’s the difference between the Bible and the Koran with these difficult sayings to kill others without pity?

	Bible. The “slay the wicked” command from God used the Israelites to judge & clean the land of a perverse people who sacrificed their kids, committed bestiality, practiced idolatry, witchcraft, sorceries, divination, and were unrepentant

· It was temporal – meant for a particular time, place, people

· God also wiped out other people groups when they became irreversibly wicked (Pre-flood, Sodom/Gomorrah, Israel)
· In the last days, God utterly wipes out the unrepentant

	Koran. The “slay the infidels” command is based on nothing more than intolerance of anything non-Muslim

· It seems perpetual – meant for all times, places, peoples
· Hamas in Jan 2009 implemented Sharia Islamic law in the Gaza Strip, which now includes crucifixion of Christians

	Conclusion: The Bible Wins. God, being holy, just, and righteous, shows his love and mercy by tolerating sin as long as He does – patiently waiting and giving everyone a decent opportunity to acknowledge Him and repent before He has to bring the hammer down. 
Just a few more reasons to praise God...


NEXT WEEK:
· We will skip Psalm 23 since we are behind schedule and move to Psalm 51 – where we see David seeking and receiving forgiveness and restoration for committing adultery with his neighbor’s wife (Bathsheba) and murdering his neighbor (Uriah) and numerous others – committing sins deserving the death penalty
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