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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Mar 01
Is 1-5
Meet Devine Expectations
2) Mar 08
Is 6
Honor the Lord

3) Mar 15
Is 7-23
Act on Revealed Truth

4) Mar 22
Is 24-35
Follow the Lord’s Will

5) Mar 29
Is 36-39
Stay Spiritually Alert

6) Apr 05
Is 49-53
The Sacrifice is Sufficient

7) Apr 12
Mat 27
The Lord is Alive (EASTER)

8) Apr 19
Is 40-48
The Lord is at Work

9) Apr 26
Is 54
The Lord is Compassionate

10) May 03
Is 55-66
The Invitation is Inclusive

11) May 10
Mic 1-2
Rebellion – a Path to Ruin

12) May 17
Mic 3
Corruption – a Path to Nowhere

13) May 24
Mic 4-6
Hope- a Path to Fulfillment

14) May 31
Mic 7
Commitment – a Path to Effectiveness
INTRODUCTION
· Besides the Lord’s resurrection, we see fulfilled prophecy in Judas’ fate, we also see an earthquake, the resurrection of other dead saints, and women playing major roles – all giving credibility to the Bible stories
· Plus, the book of Matthew closes with little fan fare, no hype, just the facts – more evidence for credibility
	Passage
	Comments

	27:1-10
	WAS JUDAS SAVED?
· Judas seemed remorseful of betraying Jesus

· He threw away the money he received

· He hanged himself he was so despondent

· Unfortunately, other passages predicted his fate
See passages on right
· Judas saw the Messiah in action
· Judas witnessed tremendous miracles

· Judas participated in preaching and miracles with those who were sent out

· Yet, preaching, miracle working, knowing about Jesus does not save
Mat 7:23

	27:19
	WAS PILAT’S WIFE SAVED?
· Pilate’s wife makes an astonishing claim of being trouble by her dreams of Jesus

· Do only godly people have “prophetic” dreams?

· Do dreams have a purpose we can leverage?

	27:32
	· Why mention an insignificant man, Simon from Cyrene, who carried the Lord’s cross?
· Apparently, both Luke and Theophilus new this man or new of him since Simon’s sons, Alexander and Rufus were known to the early church
Mark 15:21
Remember the Song – “Watch the Lamb”
It’s a song about Simon talking to his 2 sons after he carries the Lord’s cross
· This gives additional credence to this story – Matthew tied another real figure who could verify his participation and his perspective

	27:39-44
	· The negative witnesses of the crucifixion started to mock Christ
· “If you really are the Messiah, come down”

· “If you can destroy & rebuild the temple in 3 days, save yourself”

· “You saved others. Now save yourself”

· “If you trust in God, why doesn’t He save you?”

· These are really valid statements/questions

· Why didn’t Jesus respond to them?

· …and what answer would Jesus have given them?

	27:51-54
	CAN CRUEL ENEMY SOLDIERS BE SAVED?
· v51 – Veil torn in 2 and earthquake

· v52 – Tombs opened and dead saints came forth
(now that woulda spooked any of us)
· v54 – Centurion realized He was God or a god after witnessing all that went on

· He did not hear Jesus cuss or complain throughout

· He heard Jesus forgive His tormentors

· He probably heard accusations of Him being God or at least being the prophet Elijah

· He saw the sign – “King of the Jews”

· He saw one thief accept Christ

· He experienced the earthquake at the moment of His death

· He probably heard the reports of the torn veil and dead people walking into town

	27:57-60
	CAN LAWYERS & PHARISEES BE SAVED?
· Joseph of Arimathea, a counselor/lawyer, asked for the body of Jesus

also see Mrk 15:43; Lk 23;50; Jn 19:38,39
· We know from John 19:39 that Nicodemus, a Pharisee ruler, was with him

· BUT, Jesus says that who ever denies Him before men, He will deny them before God; so how can Joseph & Nicodemus be saved since they were fearful of man?
…it was not a life-long denial
· Plus, we know from Acts 6:7 that “a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith”


APPLICATION FOR TODAY
· Anyone can get saved….so preach to all
SUPPORTING PASSAGES
Passages on Judas and His Fate
Ps 41:9  Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.
Ps 55:12-14  with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship as we walked with the throng at the house of God.
John 13:18  "I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfill the scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.’
John 17:12  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the scripture might be fulfilled.
Ac 1:17  (Judas) was one of our number and shared in this ministry. With the reward he got for his wickedness…
Mt 7:23  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’
Mrk 15:21  And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.

NEXT WEEK

· We will see another powerful principle that God often waits till the very last minute before answering the prayers of His people – but WHY?
Isaiah 41
	Jordan Management Consultants


To:
Jesus, Son of Joseph
Woodcrafters Carpenter Shop
Nazareth 25922 
Dear Sir: 
Thank you for submitting your resume of the twelve men you have picked for managerial positions in your organization. All of them have now taken a battery of tests; and we have not only run the results through out computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with out psychologist and vocational aptitude consultant. 
The profiles of all the tests are included, and you will want to study each of them carefully. 

As part of our service, we make some general comments for your guidance, much as an auditor will include some general statements. This is given as a result of staff consultation, and comes without any additional charge. 

It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background, education, and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They do not have the team concept. We would recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in managerial ability and proven capacity. 

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely no quality of leadership. The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale. We felt that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew has been blacklisted by the Grater Jerusalem Better Business Bureau. James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive scale. 

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind and has contacts in high places. He is a highly motivated, ambitious and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man. All of the other profiles are self-explanatory. 

We wish you every success in your new venture. 

Sincerely yours,
Jordan Management Consultants 
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