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Sunday School Lesson
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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Dec 07
1Thes 1:1-10
When You Started Out
2) Dec 14
1Thes 2:1-16
When Others Helped You
3) Dec 21
Lk 1:26-56
For Christmas
4) Dec 28
1Thes 2:17-3:13
When Others Cared For You
5) Jan 04
1Thes 4:1-12
What Is Your Goal In Life?
6) Jan 11
1Thes 4:13-18
What Hope Do You Have?
7) Jan 18
Exod; Deut; Mat; Luke
Sanctity Of Life
8) Jan 25
1Thes 5:1-11
Are You Ready?
9) Feb 01
1Thes 5:12-28
Do You Get Along With Others?
10) Feb 08
2Thes 2:1-12
You Can Feel Safe
11) Feb 15
2Thes 2:1-17
You Can Stay Calm
12) Feb 22
2Thes 3:1-18
You Can Keep At It
RESPONSE TO DEE’S QUESTION ON SLAVES

· Why are slaves treated differently when it comes to capital punishment, rape, marriage, divorce?

· God’s laws for the Jews were just that – laws for the Jews

· Some laws are universal – for all nations, for all times
– others are not
· For example: We break the 4th Commandment all the time (Keep the Sabbath). This commandment was between God and the Jews only
Gen 9:9; Deut 5:15
· When was the last time we stoned anybody for breaking the Sabbath?
· Slaves were treated differently 
Lev 25:44-46; Ex 21:7-11
· Capital Punishment – if a slave was killed by his master, the master was not necessary killed, but punishment was exacted to minimize abuse to slaves
Ex 21:20,21
· Marriage/Divorce – Slaves may be raped, married, divorced with relative ease
Ex 21:8,10,11; Lev 19:20
- Male slaves are set free without their family
Ex 21:3-4
· Justice – Eye for eye was not mandated for slaves, but slaves were not to be abused
Ex 21:26,27
INTRODUCTION
· What and When is the DAY OF THE LORD?
· How should we prepare for it?

	Passage
	Comments

	5:1-2
	Knowing the Truth

· “Day of the Lord” is as a thief in the night
What does this mean?
· Day of the Lord ( Final judgment
This is not the Rapture

	5:3
	There is PEACE & SAFETY before KABOOM
· Possibly the peace & safety referenced here is the first 3 ½ years of the 7-year tribulation

· If so, then the global economic crisis we are in could be a prelude to the coming Antichrist

	5:4-7
	Light vs Darkness

· Since we are not in darkness, this should not surprise us
· Command to be awake, alert, in control
Re 16:15

	5:8-10
	Secret of Faith, Hope, and Love ( Protection

· Self-control is highlighted for the 2nd time (v8)
· WE NEED TO DO SOME THINGS
· We are not “designed” or “appointed” for judgment 
· Christ’s death made it possible for us to be with Him whether we are alive or dead, faithful or “asleep”



	5:11
	Encouragement is a GOAL – BUT HOW?
· “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing”
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CONCLUSIONS / LIFE APPLICATIONS

· Be ready for the Lord’s return by KEEPING WATCH
· WATCH your Words

· WATCH your Thoughts

· WATCH your Deeds

· WATCH after Others

SUPPORTING PASSAGES ON THE DAY OF THE LORD
Mt 24:42  "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.

Mt 24:44  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

Mt 25:13  "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

Mr 13:35  "Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back— whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn.

Lu 12:39  But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into.

Lu 12:40  You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him."

2Pe 3:10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid waste.

Re 16:15  "Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed."
NEXT WEEK

· Wrap up of 1Thes
· Acknowledge those who work hard – treat them differently

· Be aware of troublemakers – treat them differently

· Be aware of the weak members– treat them differently

· Rejoice, pray, be thankful ALWAYS
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