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Sunday School Lesson
SS - 1Thes4.doc

LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Dec 07
1Thes 1:1-10
When You Started Out
2) Dec 14
1Thes 2:1-16
When Others Helped You
3) Dec 21
Lk 1:26-56
For Christmas
4) Dec 28
1Thes 2:17-3:13
When Others Cared For You
5) Jan 04
1Thes 4:1-12
What Is Your Goal In Life?
6) Jan 11
1Thes 4:13-18
What Hope Do You Have?
7) Jan 18
Exod; Deut; Mat; Luke
Sanctity Of Life
8) Jan 25
1Thes 5:1-11
Are You Ready?
9) Feb 01
1Thes 5:12-28
Do You Get Along With Others?
10) Feb 08
2Thes 2:1-12
You Can Feel Safe
11) Feb 15
2Thes 2:1-17
You Can Stay Calm
12) Feb 22
2Thes 3:1-18
You Can Keep At It
INTRODUCTION
· If we are GOOD Christians now, how do we become GREAT Christians?
	Passage
	Comments

	4:1-2
	Principle of pleasing God ( OBEY
· v1 – Increase your level of service to God

· v2 – No excuse for disobedience – we know better

	4:3-8
	Principle of Sexual Purity
· Scripture spends a lot of time discussing sexual issues from marriage, divorce, adultery, remarriage, polygamy, incest, to homosexuality and bestiality
· 6 verses on sexual purity out of 85 verses in 1Thessalonians constitute 7%. That’s a good bit of time spent on 1 topic, so it must be IMPORTANT to God and IMPORTANT for us to pay attention
· As a contrast, financial verses constitute a little over 13% (2350 verses out of 31,101)

· Love is the only topic that exceeds finances in importance

· The culture the Thessalonians lived in was probably very similar to ours if not worse
· Instead of being bombarded with sexual content on TVs and computers, they could go down to the neighborhood temple complex
· Commands

· v3 – Abstain from sexual immorality.
(how can we do this today?)

· v4 – control your body and live in holiness and honor (NLT). (how can we do this today?)
· v5 – avoid lustful passion

· v6 – Defraud not your brother (in other words, don’t mess around with your in-laws)

· Motivators

· v6b – God is an avenger of all these offenses (expect to be disciplined)

· v7 – God calls us to sanctification, so He gives us the ability to stay sin-free

· v8 – God gives the Holy Spirit to those who obey Him

	4:9
	Principle of Brotherly Love
· v9 – We are taught by God to love (agape) one another 
HOW?
1


2
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4


	4:10-12
	Principle of a Sound Lifestyle
· v10 – Seek to excel in showing love to our friends and family
HOW?

· v11 – Seek to lead a quiet life
HOW?
( Seek to mind your own business (how does this jive with us being our brother’s keeper?)
( Seek to work with your own hands

· v12 – WHY DO ALL THIS (Be obedient, be sexually pure, show love to others, work hard)?
( Have a powerful testimony in the presence of non-believers; 
( Be self-sufficient – able to support yourself and to help others


[image: image1.png]"Just our luck. The one time you actually
stop and ask for directions, you find
someone who's more lost than we are!"




CONCLUSIONS / LIFE APPLICATIONS

· There’s always room to make improvements
· Seek to excel in true agape love to others

· Seek to lead a lifestyle that is “quiet.” In other words, be a low-maintenance, self-sufficient individual or family

· This may involve a lot of praying, a lot of work, and a lot of obedience to biblical principles

NEXT WEEK

· Is the Rapture for real? And is it imminent? 
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