25 December 2011 Explore The Bible Sunday School Lesson SS-Numbers-24
LESSONS THIS QUARTER

1) 04DeC...ovrrrrriirrnrrins Num 1:1-8:26... ... Stay True to Your Commitments The ‘Star’ is Born

e Num 9:1-10:10..ee Stay on Track with God’s GPS ,
3) 18DEC .o Num 10:11-15:41.............. Stay Fearless in Your Obedience » Matthew's genealogy record goes from Abraham to

4) 25Dec..Num 24:15-19; Mat 1:1-2:23 ..o The Messiah has Come Joseph, the husband of Mary, through Solomon — making

5) 01Jan2012....... Num 16:1-25:18... .Stay Grateful for God’s Care Jesus the legal and kingly heir to the throne of David
6) 08Jan....criinne NUm 26:1-36:13.....ccoovvrvrnrrrenree Stay Focused on the Goal o Luke records Jesus’ physical bloodline (Judah) from King
7) 15Jan .Deut 5;19;24; Mat 5... .. Be Resolute about Life’s value Matthew David’s son, Nathan, to Mary (Eli's daughter) .Luke 3:23-38
g; gg jan s ; Dte:t414:1 1“11;3 ------------------------------ . B?: EXC_|USi\;e 1:1-25 o w18-24. Joseph was not only a righteous man who wanted
an... peut&aia4-11.94... .be rFassionate H i : A
T — Dout 20647 30 Do o show compasson o s pregantfancée, e was o
1) 12Feb..inne Deut 16:18-26:19... ..Be Honest and Fair , .
12) 19 FeD.rrrrr DEUE 2743020 Be Repentant WOMEN - Don't you crave for a husband like that?
13) 26 FeDorrrrrersrsen Deut31:4-34:12. oo Be Positive MEN - Seek God's righteousness & compassion for
people and women will crave after you (theoretically ©)
INTRODUCTION The ‘Star’ is Seen Again
e The world is taking God out of government and schools and re- e V2."...we saw His star in the east and have come to
placing Him with humanism and naturalism worship Him” — possible link to Numbers 24:17 - “a star
o The world is replacing Sunday — once a day of rest, with just S]] G chob, a scepter (or a king) from e
i K d « Some say these wise men (possibly from Syria, Iran and/or
another wc?r qy ) ) ) Matthew Iraq) got their knowledge from Daniel’s lingering influence
) Thg world is taking Christ out of B.C. (Before Christ) and replacing 2:1-23 when he was a captive in Babylon (modem day Iraq)
it with B.C.E (Before Common Era) « Another possibility, when these ‘scripturally astute’ wise
o The world is taking CHRIST out of CHRISTMAS and replacing it men saw this heavenly event in their western skies,
with Happy Holidays apparently dangling over Israel, they thought of Numbers
« What can we Christians do about these once sacrosanct issues? 24:17 where it says a star and a king would arise from the
A.We can do nothing : land of the Jews
B. We can whine and complain More info See Matthew 1-2, Christmas 2010 Lesson Plan
C.We can be confrontational
D.Or we can do what the early church did — don’t worry about the CONCLUSION/APPLICATIONS
secondary issues — but stay focused on the essentials  The early church new nothing about B.C. and A.D calendar divisions; nor
« Honor God by obeying His word in every aspect of life did they celebrate Sunday as a day of rest — it was a typical work day for

Romans & Jews; nor did they celebrate Christmas as a sanctioned holiday
o Yet, they were so effective at touching the world over time, they eventually
¢ Contend with evil (Pr 28:4) with gentleness (2Tim 2:24-25) Eﬁ%t: rgilt:\?er;?svﬁt: gdbrggs;ss?;gg?gfmﬂ?%r?:ée&giéﬁzfle’ fich & poor,
* Contend for the faith (Jude 1:3) « Rather than trying to get the world to reverse course, we should be like
* Be devoted to prayer (Col 4:2) the early church, and focus on the essentials & let God do the convicting
* ...and let God be God (‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done’) e This would herald in the kingdom of God better than restoring B.C.E with
B.C.; better than restoring Sunday as a day of rest; and yes, better than

being able to freely say “Merry Christmas’

The Oracle of Balaam
NEXT WEEK:

o God used a heathen prophet for His own bidding ) ,
e God actually forced Balaam to comply...... Josh 24:10 Numbers 16-25 — Staying Grateful for God's Care

(God channels the king’s heart like water, Pr 21:1)

» Balaam, a Midianite prophet/diviner, was used by AFTER EDEN by Dan Lietha

* Love thy neighbor as thyself and defend the weak
* Seek Righteousness and Justice (Psalms 97:2b)

God to bless Israel and to thwart Israel’s enemy T i 383
e Balaam did God's bidding for a while before greed LISTEN KiD, THERE <3
Numbers {OOK OVET vvvevveevvereeeeerereene 2Peter 2:15; Jude 1:11 WAS NO REAL ADAM AND EVE. NO
24:15-16 (More on this in next week’s lesson for 1 January) FORBIDDEN FRUIT AND NO CURSE BECAUSE

OF ADAM'S SIN. WHICH MEANS THERE WAS

o v16. “The oracle of him who hears the words of God” NO NEED FOR A BAVIOR TO COME TO

+ Though a non-Jew, was Balaam a true believer?

+ “..they professed to know God, but in works they
deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and
unto every good work reprobate” ............ Titus 1:16

+ So, people can know the Christmas story, but that
doesn’'t make them a Heaven-bound saint

The ‘Star’ is Seen
Numbers ¢ v17. God gives a greedy prophet (an unbeliever) a

24:17-19 special revelation about the future Messiah......... Why
+ Sometimes the best witness to an unbeliever is

“a star and another unbeliever (or a recent convert)

a scepter + Consider the woman at the well and her impact

shall arise | e vw18-19. Edom & Seir (Moab) shall be a possession
from Israel’ of Israel (fulfilled by David in history, 1King 11:15,16,
and by Christ in mystery — Obadiah 1:18; Rev 19:21)

“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” isn’t just a story
by Dr. Suess.
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