FBCMW, 17 May 09
Sunday School Lesson
SS - Micah 3.doc

LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Mar 01
Is 1-5
Meet Devine Expectations
2) Mar 08
Is 6
Honor the Lord

3) Mar 15
Is 7-23
Act on Revealed Truth

4) Mar 22
Is 24-35
Follow the Lord’s Will

5) Mar 29
Is 36-39
Stay Spiritually Alert

6) Apr 05
Is 49-53
The Sacrifice is Sufficient

7) Apr 12
Mat 27
The Lord is Alive (EASTER)

8) Apr 19
Is 40-48
The Lord is at Work

9) Apr 26
Is 54
The Lord is Compassionate

10) May 03
Is 55-66
The Invitation is Inclusive

11) May 10
Mic 1-2
Rebellion – a Path to Ruin

12) May 17
Mic 3
Corruption – a Path to Nowhere

13) May 24
Mic 4-6
Hope- a Path to Fulfillment

14) May 31
Mic 7
Commitment – a Path to Effectiveness
INTRODUCTION
· Government and religious leaders do not become evil and corrupt leaders over night. Usually, they start with small ethical issues, then they migrate over to whomever pays them the most
· Same here in Micah. The rulers of his day were as corrupt as we see in our day and times

	Passage
	Comments

	3:1
	· The rulers should know how to dispense with true justice – but they do not
· The poor suffer the most

· The rich get richer

· The rulers profit from the misery

	3:2a
	· The rulers have reversed morality
· They call good evil and evil good

· Do we see this happening today?

	3:2b-3
	· The rulers basically devour the weak – God’s people. In other words, they squeeze blood out of a turnip

	3:4
	· What time period is “THEN” referring to?

· Probably the time of Samaria’s destruction recorded in Micah 1:6-8 2:3
· Who are “THEY” in “They will cry out to God, but He will not answer them”?
· They are the corrupt officials, prophets & priests

	3:5
	· How bad are the Prophets of God?
· Bad enough to take bribes

· They render prophecies of “PEACE” to those who give them something

· They declare “Jihad” or “holy war” on those who do not bribe them

	NOTE
	· In our “Times of the Gentiles” we are no longer under a curse if we do not give to God’s work
· But we stand to lose blessings if we are stingy

· He who sows much will reap much

	3:6-7
	· God will clam up and hide Himself from those corrupt rulers
· The result is the people are left to fend for themselves as their leadership become powerless and useless – The nation crumbles

· If there is no vision, the people perish
Pro 29:18

	3:8-10
	· Micah is one small voice
· How do today’s political & religious leaders “abhor justice”?

· How do todays political & religious leaders twist what is straight?

· How do today’s political & religious leaders build our nation with blood and injustice

	3:11
	· Micah calls the baby ugly by saying the Government and religious systems follow the money trail
· Is this true of our times?

· Yet, the rulers say no harm will come to the nation since God is still on their side

· Is this true? 

	3:12
	· NOPE. God has no problems wiping the slate clean again
· He wiped the early humans out, except Noah

· He wiped Sodom & Gomorrah off the map

· He let the Ark of the Covenant disappear

· He allowed His temple to be destroyed 3 times

· What will it take to wake His people up?


APPLICATION FOR TODAY
· Stay alert to who is corrupt and who is not
· Challenge wrong behavior but leave it in God’s hands if we are not able to change things

SUPPORTING PASSAGES
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NEXT WEEK

· Micah 4-6 God brings hope to the hopeless
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