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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) 06 Dec
Mark 1
How Can Jesus Help Me?
2) 13 Dec
Mark 2:1-3:6
What does Jesus’ call mean for me?

3) 20 Dec
Luke 2
Why did Jesus come?

4) 27 Dec
Mark 3:7-6:6a
Is God still working in the world?

5) 3 Jan
Mark 6:6b-56
How to be courageous

6) 10 Jan
Mark 7:1-8:33
How to develop your faith
7) 17 Jan
Mark 3:1-6; 5:21-43: 10:13-16
How to be Pro-Life

8) 24 Jan
Mark 8:34-10:31
How to get along with others

9) 31 Jan
Mark 10:32-52
How to be successful

10) 7 Feb
Mark 11-12
When your priorities are challenged

11) 14 Feb
Mark 13
When you feel overwhelmed

12) 21 Feb
Mark 14
When you have difficult decisions

13) 28 Feb
Mark 15-16
When life is unfair
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I'd rather be a 'PIRATE’ and lose me
hand, foot, or eye if they cause me to
sin, than to go to Hell!! Mark 9:43-47




INTRODUCTION
· How do we take our Christianity to the next level?
· We become less and Jesus becomes greater in our lives

	Passage
	Comments

	Mark 8:34-38
	We are responsible for a few things:
1. Deny ourselves

2. Take up our cross

3. and follow Christ (keep His ways)
· Being ashamed of Christ is analogous to blaspheme of the Holy Spirit – it is a life long rejection of Christ

· It is natural for most rational people to be nervous/embarrassed/uneasy with sharing the Gospel the first few hundred times. WHY?
1. We may not be articulate with our words

2. We may not be comfortably familiar with the message (illus. try to teach a subject like calculus with a 2nd grade education)
3. We won’t have the backing of the miracles of Jesus and his apostles (even the apostles were chicken a few times)
4. We don’t have all the facts or know the big picture
5. …and we are trying to witness about God who “hides himself”
Isa 45:15

	9:1
	There be some who won’t see death till they see the Kingdom of God come in power. Who and which event?
1. Transfiguration; or

2. the Resurrection of Jesus or

3. the great Day of Pentecost (~30/31 AD) or

4. the Destruction of Jerusalem (70 AD) or

5. the Revelation of John (~90 AD) or

6. the Second Coming and Judgment (future)

	9:2-10
	The Transfiguration

	9:10-13
	Elijah/Elias vs John the Baptist

	9:14-29
	Demonic boy healed
· v19 – Jesus is exasperated – “…how much longer am I going to be with you…”
· v29 – This type of serious situation is only resolved with serious connection with God (devoted prayer which can include fasting)

	9:30-37
	Who’s the Greatest?

	9:38-42
	Principle of allowing others to serve God
· Pentecostals, Catholics, Methodists, Amish, Presbyterians, are friends, not enemies
· Mormons, Muslims, Jehovah Witnesses, Pharisees and Sadducees are the mission field

	9:43-48
	Heaven is worth losing body parts for…
· These passages are an “hyperbole” or an extreme exaggeration to make a powerful point that Heaven is worth giving up everything for

	9:49-50
	How do we regain our saltiness?

· Salt looses its saltiness due to dilution with worthless material – rocks, sand, dirt
· We should eliminate the wasteful elements in our lives to regain our Saltiness for God
Eph 4:23 “…and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind”
- In other words, give more of our time and resources to God’s work and less to the world

	10:1-12
	Divorce & Remarriage

· Can people force other people to sin?
YES!
· The Jewish leaders of Nehemiah’s day caused the poor to take on debt and sell their children to survive
Neh 5:1-12
· Divorcing a wife can force her to commit adultery since she might have to get remarried just to survive
Mat 5:32

	10:13-16
	Allow little children unimpeded access to Christ

	10:17-31
	The Deceitfulness of Riches

· v21 – “…sell what you have, give to the poor, take up the cross and follow me”
· Wealth has a way to blind us from seeing our need for God
Mark 4:19


SUPPORTING PASSAGES:

Isa 45:15  Truly, You are a God who hides Himself, O God of Israel, Savior!
NEXT WEEK:
· Jesus prepares His disciples for His death and heals blind Bartimaeus 
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