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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) 06 Dec
Mark 1
How Can Jesus Help Me?
2) 13 Dec
Mark 2:1-3:6
What does Jesus’ call mean for me?

3) 20 Dec
Luke 2
Why did Jesus come?

4) 27 Dec
Mark 3:7-6:6a
Is God still working in the world?

5) 3 Jan
Mark 6:6b-56
How to be courageous

6) 10 Jan
Mark 7:1-8:33
How to develop your faith
7) 17 Jan
Mark 3:1-6; 5:21-43: 10:13-16
How to be Pro-Life

8) 24 Jan
Mark 8:34-10:31
How to get along with others

9) 31 Jan
Mark 10:32-52
How to be successful

10) 7 Feb
Mark 11-12
When your priorities are challenged

11) 14 Feb
Mark 13
When you feel overwhelmed

12) 21 Feb
Mark 14
When you have difficult decisions

13) 28 Feb
Mark 15-16
When life is unfair
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INTRODUCTION
· In the next 120 verses we see Jesus calling his 12 apostles, teaching Kingdom parables, calming the sea, raising the dead, exorcising demons, healing countless – and being told He is not welcomed, He has a demon in Him, and He must be crazy
· Many of the negative comments came from His family, His hometown, and from spiritual leaders – all who should’ve known better

· What do we say about Jesus when religious discussions come up while at work, shopping, traveling or even at home? 

	Passage
	Comments

	Mark 3:1-12
	Jesus withdraws to the sea for some quiet time
· v6 – Pharisees & Herodians planned to kill him
· vv7-9 – Jesus seeks sanctuary by the sea, and even had a boat ready to take him away because of the mad rush to get to him – some for good purposes, others to harm him

· vv10-12 – He heals many, including demoniacs

· Do we remember why Jesus told the demons to be quiet? – Possibly people were not ready to hear the naked truth just yet

· When is it right to withhold the truth?

	3:13-19
	Calling of the 12 Apostles
· v15 – And they would be able to heal sicknesses and cast out demons just like Jesus (at least for a time)
· When did this miraculous ability stop?

· Recall that Paul once could heal people (Acts 28:8-9), cast out demons (Acts 16:18) and even raise the dead (Acts 20:9-10), but then came a time when he could no longer work such wonders – Epaphroditus (Phil 2:25-27), Timothy (1Tim 5:23), Trophimus (2Tim 4:20), nor for himself (2Cor 12:7-9)

	3:20-35
	Blaspheme of the Holy Spirit
· v21 – His own family thought He lost his mind
· v22 – The religious leaders assumed He had a demon in Him

· Jesus stops the train after this comment and cautioned His listeners to think carefully about what they were saying & thinking about Him
· In short, blaspheme of the Holy Spirit is lifelong rejection of God’s remedy for salvation

	4:1-20
	Sowing the Word on Different Soils
· What is the key message of this parable?

· Does the Word only have impact on those willing to hear, listen and obey?
· v12 – Why would Jesus use parables to conceal the truth of His message and seemingly prevent some people from perceiving and repenting? 

· Could it be if He was totally open with the truth people would be forced to accept Him?

	4:21-25
	Take heed what we hear – the more blessed we are the more accountable we are

	4:26-34
	Parables on the Kingdom
· Historical hindsight reveals the truth of these parables – the church started ever so small and unpretentious, and has grown to be a force to be reckoned with throughout the world

	4:35-41
	Calming the Raging Sea – The apostles were too dense to see that Jesus was God in the flesh

	5:1-20
	Gadarene Demonic

· After healing this demoniac the townspeople asked Jesus to leave them. WHY?
· Possibly, since Jesus changed one man, he moved them out of their comfort zone

· Also, since Jesus allowed 2000 pigs to jump into the sea, He ruined their economical supply base. If Jesus did that today He would be sued.

	5:21-24; 35-43
	Jarius’ daughter

· Was she dead? In a coma? In a deep sleep?
· Why did Jesus try to keep this healing a low key event by limiting the number of witnesses?

	5:25-34
	Woman w/ hemorrhage

· Where did this woman get such faith to think that just touching Jesus’ robe would heal her?
· Pentacostals/Charismatics take this type of passage to show people can still have such faith if they concentrate or tithe hard enough
· In reality, since Jesus now operates differently (as noted by the Apostles losing their ability to work healings, miracles and wonders) our faith should be like Job’s faith – though He were to slay us, yet we will still trust Him

	6:1-6
	No honor at home

· Jesus returns to his home turf of Nazareth and receives a very cold welcome
· v3 – from this passage we assess that Mary’s husband, Joseph, was dead, and Jesus had 4 step-brothers & and a least 2 step-sisters. 
· Catholics believe these are cousins of Jesus

· v5 – He can only do a few healings there cause only a few wanted a healing from Him


NEXT WEEK:
· Mark 6:6-56 – John the Baptist is beheaded for trying to split a marriage up; Jesus feeds 5000, walks on water and continues to heal the multitudes
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