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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) 06 Dec
Mark 1
How Can Jesus Help Me?
2) 13 Dec
Mark 2:1-3:6
What does Jesus’ call mean for me?

3) 20 Dec
Luke 2
Why did Jesus come?

4) 27 Dec
Mark 3:7-6:6a
Is God still working in the world?

5) 3 Jan
Mark 6:6b-56
How to be courageous

6) 10 Jan
Mark 7:1-8:33
How to develop your faith
7) 17 Jan
Mark 3:1-6; 5:21-43: 10:13-16
How to be Pro-Life

8) 24 Jan
Mark 8:34-10:31
How to get along with others

9) 31 Jan
Mark 10:32-52
How to be successful

10) 7 Feb
Mark 11-12
When your priorities are challenged

11) 14 Feb
Mark 13
When you feel overwhelmed

12) 21 Feb
Mark 14
When you have difficult decisions

13) 28 Feb
Mark 15-16
When life is unfair
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INTRODUCTION
· The Gospel of Mark seems to be the 1st of the Gospels to be written
· The other synoptic gospels (Matthew and Luke) seem to use Mark’s narratives to develop some of their story lines
· Early church tradition states that John Mark (who deserted Paul and Barnabas on Paul’s 1st missionary journey) wrote this Gospel while in Rome with Peter, circa early A.D. 60s

· Reason to compile a Gospel. It is 30 years after the Lord’s crucifixion/resurrection, the church is being persecuted to extinction, the Apostles and other eye witnesses are dying off, & believers need confirmed evidence to base their faith on
· Major Emphasis in Mark. Jesus was the Messiah, God in the flesh, as attested to by His miracles

	Passage
	Comments

	Mark 1:1-8
	· Mark quickly begins with quoting from Isaiah 40:3 to substantiate John the Baptist as the voice crying in the wilderness to herald the coming of the Messiah
· What’s the significance of John’s baptism for repentance as compared to Jesus’ baptism?
· Would those who were baptized by John need to be rebaptized?
Acts 18:25-27; 19:3-6

	History
	· When Gentiles converted to Judaism, the men would be circumcised, and men & women would be immersed in water to ceremonially clean them from their past sinful lives

	1:9-11
	· Mark presents Jesus being baptized in a very short, matter-of-fact snippet
· Matthew elaborates on why Jesus needed to be baptized

· The gospels of Matthew & John state the inferiority of John the Baptist

· Luke reports John’s imprisonment before describing the baptism of Jesus

· If we only had Mark’s account of the baptism of Jesus we might walk away with the following misperceptions:

· Jesus was inferior to John the Baptist

· Jesus needed cleansing from sin

· Jesus might have become the Son of God at his baptism

	1:12-15
	· Jesus begins his ministry

· 40 days in the wilderness being tempted by Satan (again, no elaboration)

· Repent and believe the Gospel (the good news) that the Kingdom of God is near

	1:16-20
	· 4 disciples are called – Simon & Andrew, James and John – all relatively wealthy fishermen since they had hired servants

	1:21-28
	First healing – a demonic in church

· Jesus has control over the demonic forces

· Why would Jesus want his identity to be kept secret?
vv24, 25

· Possibly due to the fact people were not ready to hear the naked truth just yet
· Illustration – we are not ready to understand calculus until we first learn some more basic elements of math – precept upon precept

	1:29-31
	Second healing – Peter’s mother-in-law

· Jesus has compassion

	1:32-34
	Third healing – all who were brought to him

· Jesus can do it all - 100% healings

· Modern day faith healers and miracle workers cannot attest to such a feat. Their healings are hit & miss psycho-somatic healings at best

	1:35-39
	· Jesus makes time for God – rising early in the morning to find a quiet place to pray

	1:40-45
	Fourth healing – a despicable leper
· Note – this leper would have been the only leper recorded in the bible to go through the ceremonial cleansing process – and it would have been a powerful witness to the priest of Jesus’ credentials


CONCLUSION

· Mark hits his readers early and often with Jesus’ credentials for being the one and only Messiah through his healings
· Mark doesn’t just state this fact, he substantiates it

NEXT WEEK:
· Mark 2 – Paralytic healing, calling of Levi to the ministry, and a response to who’s really in charge around here
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