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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Jun 07
Gal 1:1-2:10
Talking about the Gospel
2) Jun 14
Gal 2:11-3:25
Receiving the Gospel

3) Jun 21
Gal 3:26-4:31
Living by the Gospel

4) Jun 28
Gal 5:1-15
Claim your freedom

5) Jul 05
Gal 5:16-26
Follow the Spirit

6) Jul 12
Gal 6
Be Responsible

7) Jul 19
James 1:1-18
When common sense isn’t enough

8) Jul 26
James 1:19-27
How genuine are you?

9) Aug 02
James 2:1-13
Let’s be fair about it

10) Aug 09
James 2:14-26
Show me your faith

11) Aug 16
James 3
How to sail through life

12) Aug 23
James 4
Who is your best friend?

13) Aug 30
James 5
How to live with confidence?
INTRODUCTION
· Today, we look at James 3 and Romans 12:9-21 to tie in on how we Connect with one another through small group fellowship

· James 3 deals with the following issues:

1. Don’t be too quick to jump into teaching/leadership roles
2. Controlling our tongue around our friends and family

3. Seeking godly wisdom to successfully sail through life

· Romans 12:9-21 deals with the following issues:

· Be devoted to one another, to the Lord, and to prayer

· The Early Church

· Members of the early church often worked together in town or out in the fields, worshipped together, studied together, ate together, got persecuted together and, therefore, matured together in Christ.

· How can our modern church structure recapture this crucial bonding between members of the body of Christ

· Church Service – hour of worship

· Very useful to give the body of believers the same baseline training, information, and time of corporate worship

· However, group singing, reading of the Word, hearing a one-way monologue, and having a 30-second grip & grin time is not conducive to developing strong relationships
· Plus, if people only go to the hour of worship they leave with only a surface knowledge and fail to grow with the body of Christ

· Discipleship groups (e.g., Sunday Evening classes): 

· Short term studies where the content is the main focus

· Relationship building is secondary and it is not essential to the class
· Classes are typically closed to new membership after a few weeks

· Once the class is over, it’s over

· Small Groups/Home Bible Studies: 
· Long term groups with the focus on relationship building and ministering to peoples’ needs
· Content and outreach are secondary

· Membership is often controlled or closed

· Sunday School / Connect Classes
· S/S is a balance between discipleship and small groups 

· Content, ministry/outreach and relationship building are all crucial

· Open membership and changing dynamics keep things exciting



	Passage
	Comments

	Jms 3:1
	Let not many of you be teachers
· Certainly this doesn’t apply to teaching S/S (There’s got to be a verse somewhere to back me up on that)

· By implication, it makes sense that most of us should be the workforce led by astute god-fearing leaders who lead by example

· Recall Moses’ hierarchical structure as recommended by his father-n-law, Jethro

· Ex 18:21 “…place [God-fearing men] over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens”

	3:2-12
	· The tongue is often key to success or failure
· What we say divulges our true heart

· Are we known for praises or curses? For encouragement or criticism? For love or hate?

· How should we control our tongue?

· Remember – even a fool is considered wise when he keeps his mouth shut!
Prov 17:28

	3:13-18
	· True wisdom comes from above (God)

· True Wisdom is:

· PURE, 
· PEACABLE, 
· GENTLE, 
· REASONABLE, 
· MERCIFUL, 
· IMPARTIAL, 
· SINCERE, and 
· PRODUCES GOOD FRUIT

	Rom 12:9-21
	· v10 – Be devoted to one another
HOW?
· v11 – Be devoted in serving the Lord
HOW?
· v12 – Be devoted to prayer
HOW?
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THE THREE SCARIEST
THINGS IN THE WORLD ARE:
- NOT KNOWING JESUS
- RUNNING OLT OF
CHOCOLATE
- AND HEARING THAT

SCHOOL STARTS BACK IN
TWO weeks!





APPLICATION FOR TODAY
· Test of true fellowship
· Do we hurt when others hurt? Are we providing help and comfort?

· Can we rejoice when others rejoice or are we jealous?
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