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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Jun 07
Gal 1:1-2:10
Talking about the Gospel
2) Jun 14
Gal 2:11-3:25
Receiving the Gospel

3) Jun 21
Gal 3:26-4:31
Living by the Gospel

4) Jun 28
Gal 5:1-15
Claim your freedom

5) Jul 05
Gal 5:16-26
Follow the Spirit

6) Jul 12
Gal 6
Be Responsible

7) Jul 19
James 1:1-18
When common sense isn’t enough

8) Jul 26
James 1:19-27
How genuine are you?

9) Aug 02
James 2:1-13
Let’s be fair about it

10) Aug 09
James 2:14-26
Show me your faith

11) Aug 16
James 3
How to sail through life

12) Aug 23
James 4
Who is your best friend?

13) Aug 30
James 5
How to live with confidence?
INTRODUCTION
· Prejudice or favoritism means we use superficial standards to judge another’s worth and we often react accordingly
· Favoritism also means being kind and forgiving to some, but not to all

· God’s directive ( Treat everyone (including in-laws) with respect regardless of sex, race, religion or creed. 

· Only sinful behavior should cause us to put up barriers 

	Passage
	Comments

	Jms 2:1-4
	Favoritism is judgment
· Most feel this is just a very small sin

· James stresses that favoritism/prejudice/respect of persons destroys our core mission 
– to win the weak, the distressed, the poor

· A rich man comes to church and we think “potential tither”

· A poor man comes to church and we think “another burden”

· Note: Statistically, poorer Christians give more to the Lord’s work than rich Christians

· Test: A millionaire gives 10%, and a minimum wage earner gives 15% of earnings. From God’s perspective, who gave more?

	2:5-7
	Favoritism is Unreasonable
· Can you imagine coming to a church where races are segregated, and the wealthy have cushioned seats while the poor sit on the floor
· The poor and other distressed people (the sick, handicapped, harassed) have special standing with God
· v5 – “Listen” carefully to this argument 

· Why does God prefer the poor to be rich in faith? 

	NOTES
	· He who is at ease (i.e., the rich) holds calamity or misfortune in contempt
Job 12:5a
· In other words the well-do-to have a tendency to look down on those going through tough times

	2:8-13
	Favoritism is Sinful
· v9- Favoritism is Sin
Lev 19:15
· v10 – we cannot pick & choose the laws we want to keep

· The individual laws make up a SYSTEM which is “indivisible” – cannot be divided

· The Law has a diagnostic purpose and serves as an ethical guide


APPLICATION FOR TODAY
· We are sinful creatures with often deep seated prejudices
· To avoid the sin of favoritism we need to think before we act when someone we are not comfortable with comes before us
SUPPORTING PASSAGES
Lev 19:15 Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly.
Ro 2:11  For God does not show favoritism (aka respect of persons)
Eph 6:9  And masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him.
Col 3:25  Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there is no favoritism.
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NEXT WEEK

James 2:14-26 and Romans 12:1-2
· Faith without works is a DEAD FAITH
· Mercy trumps judgment

· Romans 12:1-2 – Present ourselves as a sacrifice – ready to do the right thing, the right way, at the right time
(Celebrate through Worship)
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