FBCMW, 5 April 09
Sunday School Lesson
SS - Isaiah 49-53.doc

LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Mar 01
Is 1-5
Meet Devine Expectations
2) Mar 08
Is 6
Honor the Lord

3) Mar 15
Is 7-23
Act on Revealed Truth

4) Mar 22
Is 24-35
Follow the Lord’s Will

5) Mar 29
Is 36-39
Stay Spiritually Alert

6) Apr 05
Is 49-53
The Sacrifice is Sufficient

7) Apr 12
Mat 27
The Lord is Alive (EASTER)

8) Apr 19
Is 40-48
The Lord is at Work

9) Apr 26
Is 54
The Lord is Compassionate

10) May 03
Is 55-66
The Invitation is Inclusive

11) May 10
Mic 1-2
Rebellion – a Path to Ruin

12) May 17
Mic 3
Corruption – a Path to Nowhere

13) May 24
Mic 4-6
Hope- a Path to Fulfillment

14) May 31
Mic 7
Commitment – a Path to Effectiveness
INTRODUCTION
· Prophetic visions of Jesus Christ are the highlight of these passages
	Passage
	Comments

	Chap 49
	· v1 – The Lord called me (Jesus) from the womb
· Are we called from the womb?

· Philosophers are still baffled by this implication

· The Lord, through His foreknowledge, definitely calls us to a holy life – even before the world was created
2Tim 1:9

· Some people (like us) will come to know the Lord through His goodness and mercy
Rom 2:4

· vv25-26 – Others will come to know the Lord through His judgment

	Chap 50
	· v1 – Where is your mother’s certificate of divorce? In other words “Why do I beat you like a red-headed step kid?” (RV – Rod’s Version)
- because of your sins and the sins of your mother (Israel)
· v2 – Is there HOPE for such a sinner?
- Yes, God’s hand is still long enough to reach out to the vilest of sinners

· How? Through a substitution. Someone else is going to take our beating

· v4 – Jesus gave his back to be whipped, his cheeks to be punched, his beard to be pulled, his face to be spat upon

	Chap 51
	What perspective should we have about LIFE?
· If God is for us, who can be against us?
Ro 8:31
· v12 – God is our comfort, so why be afraid of man who dies and withers away

· v13 – Instead, fear/respect/revere God who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the world – and who can cast both soul and body into Hell
Mat 10:28
· Therefore – be bold in your faith – stand tall for God – do not forsake or forget him

	Chap 52
	· v7 – God welcomes preaching of peace, good news, salvation and praise ( possible allusion to Jesus Christ
· v13 – My servant (Jesus) shall be this preacher of peace – and he shall be lifted high (cross?)

· v14 – His appearance will be marred beyond human recognition

· v15 – and by this he shall shake up the nations

	Chap 53
	· The Ultimate Savior

· v3 – He shall be despised and rejected

· v4 – He shall carry our hurts and pain

· v5 – He shall pay our sin penalty with his own body

· v7 – He is a lamb, going silently to the slaughter

· v9 – He shall be put into a rich man’s tomb

· v10 – Yet all this is the will of God to crush him as an offering to pay the penalty of sin 

· v11 – He (Jesus) shall be happy with this penalty, cause he will make many righteous and have them stand before in the presence of God
- ‘the joy that was set before him’
Heb 12:2


APPLICATION FOR TODAY
· Jesus should be the center of our existence
· All of our energies (self, time, money, family, possessions) should be dedicated/set apart for his service

SUPPORTING PASSAGES
Mt 10:28  Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

Rom 2:4  Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance? [NKJV]

Rom 8:31  What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?

2Ti 1:9  …who has saved us and called us to a holy life— not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time,
Heb 12:2  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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NEXT WEEK

· EASTER – Matthew 27
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