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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
1) Jun 07
Gal 1:1-2:10
Talking about the Gospel
2) Jun 14
Gal 2:11-3:25
Receiving the Gospel

3) Jun 21
Gal 3:26-4:31
Living by the Gospel

4) Jun 28
Gal 5:1-15
Claim your freedom

5) Jul 05
Gal 5:16-26
Follow the Spirit

6) Jul 12
Gal 6
Be Responsible

7) Jul 19
James 1:1-18
When common sense isn’t enough

8) Jul 26
James 1:19-27
How genuine are you?

9) Aug 02
James 2:1-13
Let’s be fair about it

10) Aug 09
James 2:14-26
Show me your faith

11) Aug 16
James 3
How to sail through life

12) Aug 23
James 4
Who is your best friend?

13) Aug 30
James 5
How to live with confidence?
INTRODUCTION
· Can anyone counsel a troubled soul to comfort or help them, or does it take someone with certain qualifications?
	Passage
	Comments

	6:1
	· “Caught in any sin/trespass/fault”

· “Caught” could mean “detected,” “overtaken,” or “surprised”
· Examples: Bad attitude, bad language, bad behavior, or any of the previous sexual, religious, or social sins listed in 5:19-21 

· “You who are spiritual”
· In other words, those who exemplify the fruit of the Spirit listed in 5:22-23

· If we try to restore a fallen brother or sister while we have similar issues ourselves, we might be trying to remove a splinter while we have a beam in our own eye
Mat 7:3

· We do not want to be the blind leading the blind (Mat 15:14) – so examine yourself first, else we could make problems worse for them & us

	6:2
	· “Bear (or carry) one another’s burdens/weights”
· Weep with those who weep

· Help relieve the pressure some may be under

· “Fulfill the Law of Christ”

· This command to help one another is the heart of God’s message to us throughout the Bible – “love they neighbor”

	6:3
	· “Anyone” refers to the one having a burden

· So, if “anyone” thinks he/she does not need help when they are hurting – they are deceiving themselves
· Sometimes we need to drop our pride to allow others in to help. 

· A great example is how Roger and Carol Ann are allowing others to help them through their special time of need

	6:4
	· Self examination is strongly encouraged

· Proper boasting is where we allow our light, our good works, our gentleness shine for others to glorify God
Mat 5:16; Phil 4:5
· Improper boasting is where we do it to glorify us

	6:5
	· Each will bear their own load/responsibilities
· In other words, we have responsibilities we should not shirk. If we are married, then we are responsible to take care of our spouse, children, and household after the commands of God

	6:6-9
	· Command to support those who teach us God’s word

· In the early church there might have been only one pastor/elder to support within a home church

· Now we have multiple ministers/elders, church facilities, janitorial support, and utility bills to pay – but the command is the same

· …and God motivates us to be generous through the timeless principle of “we reap what we sow”

	6:10-15
	· Priorities are established 
· v10 – Give special attention to those within the church above those outside the church 
· v14 – Boast in cross before anything else

· v15 – Our salvation/new creation is everything. Legalism is nothing

	6:16-18
	· Closing remarks

· v17 – Paul basically sums up his credentials to solve this issue of legalism by highlighting his scars. In other words – “I’ve got the T-shirt, so I know what I am talking about. Put this matter of legalistic circumcision to rest.”


APPLICATION FOR TODAY
· Always perform a self examination before trying to remove a splinter from someone’s life. Here are some simple questions to ask one’s self:
1. Do I have any sin or weakness in my life that would hinder me helping someone?

2. Do I exhibit the fruit of the Spirit in my life?

3. Am I willing to devout the time, energy, and resources needed to be of help?

SUPPORTING PASSAGES
Mat 7:3 Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?
Mat 5:16 …let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven

Phil 4;5 Let your gentleness be evident to all.
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NEXT WEEK

· We move to the book of James which takes a different and complementary view of Christian works




































































































































Posted to: http://fbcmw.org/oneil_ss.asp
Page 1 of 1
Printed: 7 Jul 2009

