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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
LIVE AS GOD WANTS
09) 04 Feb
Esth 1:1-2:23
When Life turns upside Down
10) 11 Feb
Esth 3:1-4:17
When Service is Risky
11) 18 Feb
Esth 5:1-7:10
How Courage Triumphs
12) 25 Feb
Esth 8:1-10:3
What is Worth Celebrating?
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

LESSON PLAN

1) A time for Repair
8:1-17
a) After receiving Haman’s estate, now had to resolve the irrevocable edict to slay all Jews in about 10 months
b) Edict countered by a 2nd Edict

i) Esther worked within the system

ii) Everything resolved by seemingly consequence

c) When Righteousness prevails, people rejoice
2) A time for Slaughter
9:1-x

a) Jews went on pre-emptive strikes against leaders
v2

i) “Cut the head off the snake” principle

b) Esther asks for a 2nd day of killing to continue
v13,15
i) You can’t let evil linger or get another toe hold

c) Jews avoided war atrocities (greed, brutality)
v15

i) Cruelty
Amos 1:3
ii) National slavery
Amos 1:6

iii) Family destruction
Amos 1:9

iv) No mercy
Amos 1:11

v) Greed
Amos 1:13

vi) Brutality
Amos 2:2

vii) Godlessness
Amos 2:4
viii) Immorality, Injustice
Amos 2:6,7

3) A time for Celebrating
v17-32

a) 16 verses out of 166 (10%) are focused on celebration 
b) The Jewish religion is festive. God is to be enjoyed
c) If God’s work is boring – shame on us!

4) A time for Righteousness
10:1-3

a) Forced Labor 
v1

b) Mordecai – a man for the times
v3

CONCLUSION

· Next Feast of Purim:
04 March 2007 (14th of Adar, 5767)
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Is there any NT reference to the Feast of Purim? 

Christ probably attended this ‘Feast of Purim.’ “There seems little doubt that this was the ‘feast of the Jews,’ to which the Savior ‘went up to Jerusalem’ when He healed the ‘impotent man’ at the Pool of Bethesda (p. 332).” There is great debate among the scholars what John meant by the ‘feast of the Jews (Jn. 5:1).’ John wrote: “After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem (Jn. 5:1).” No one knows for sure what feast day John is referring to here. Dr. Edersheim believes it was the ‘Feast of Purim’ because this is the only feast day that occurs between December and March-April, the time of the Passover (Jn:4:35, Jn. 6:4). 
- Alfred Edersheim in his book The Temple


Jewish Holidays
	#
	Event / Time of Yr
	Scripture Referenes
	When

	1
	Feast of Purim
(Lots) Mar 04, 2007 
	Esth. 9:18-32
	14th & 15th days of 12th month (Adar)

	2
	Passover / Pesach
April 03, 2007 / 5767
	Ex. 12:1-14; Lev. 23:5; Num. 9:1-14; Num. 28:16; Deut. 16:1-7
	14th day of the 1st month (Nisan)

	3
	Feast of Unleavened Bread
April 04, 2007 
	Ex. 12:15-20; Ex. 13:3-10; Lev. 23:6-8; Num. 28:17-25; Deut. 16:3,4,8
	15th day of the 1st month (Nisan) until 21st

	4
	Feast of Firstfruits
April 08, 2007
	Lev. 23:9-14; Num. 28:26
	1st Sunday after Nisan 15th

	5
	Feast of Weeks
(Pentecost / (Shavuot))

May 23, 2007 
(6th of Sivan, 5767)
	Ex. 23:16; Ex 34:22; Lev. 23:15-21; Num. 28:26; Deut. 16:9-12
	50 days after the 1st Sabbath following the Passover (always a Sunday)

	6
	Feast of Trumpets
(Rosh-Hashanah) 
Sept 13, 2007
	Lev. 23:23-25; Num. 29:1-6
	1st day of the 7th month (Tishri)

	7
	Day of Atonement
(Yom Kippur)

Sept 22, 2007 
	Lev. 16; 23:26-32; Num. 29:7-11
	10th day of the 7th month (Tishri)

	8
	Feast of Tabernacles
(Booths / Sukkot) 
Sept 27, 2007
	Ex. 23:16; Ex. 34:22; Lev. 23:33-36, 39-43; Num. 29:12-38; Deut. 16:13-15
	15th to 22nd day of 7th month (Tishri)

	9
	Feast of Dedication
(Lights or Hanukkah) Dec 05, 2007 
	A reference to it is found in John 10:22
	25th day of 9th month (Kislev) for 8 days


JEWISH DATING IS TOUGH….

The date for Easter each year is based upon the lunar cycle as well. Easter today is celebrated on the Sunday following the first full moon (aka Paschal Full Moon) after the spring equinox (March 21 or so). Therefore, Easter falls between March 22 and April 25 each year. And, when the Jewish calendar has an extra month because of leap month, Easter and Passover can be separated by several days or even weeks.
Jewish Months

1. Nîsan (Nehemiah 2:1; Esther 3:7) 

2. 'Iyyar (not named in Scripture) 

3. Sîwan (Esther 8:9; Baruch 1:8) 

4. Támmûz (Cf. A.V. Ezekiel 8:14) 

5. 'Abh (not named in Scripture) 

6. 'Elûl (Nehemiah 6:15; 1 Maccabees 14:27) 

7. Tíshrî (not named in Scripture) 

8. Márhéshwan, or Héshwan (not named in Scripture) 

9. Kíslew (Zechariah 7:1; Nehemiah 1:1) 

10. Tebeth (Esther 2:16) 

11. Shebhat (Zechariah 1:7, 1 Maccabees 16:14) 

12. 'Adar (Ezra 6:15; Esther 3:7, 8:12, etc.) 
13. 'AdarII (Leap Year Month)
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