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LESSONS THIS QUARTER
LIVE AS GOD WANTS
09) 04 Feb
Esth 1:1-2:23
When Life turns upside Down
10) 11 Feb
Esth 3:1-4:17
When Service is Risky
11) 18 Feb
Esth 5:1-7:10
How Courage Triumphs
12) 25 Feb
Esth 8:1-10:3
What is Worth Celebrating?
QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

· Withholding the truth to accomplish things are found throughout the Bible
· Esther concealed her Jewish heritage

· Haman did not tell the King he wanted to kill the Israelites
· King delayed telling Haman who he was going to honor 

· Esther did not reveal her issue till after the 2nd banquet

· One of the most intriguing things about Esther is the FAST

· The Fast was integral to the story. Should we fast similarly?

· Have you ever fasted for multiple days at a time?

· Purpose of Fasting:
Zech 7:5-10 & Isaiah 58
· The issue Esther was faced with was bigger than her

· She needed God’s help

· Fasting didn’t weaken God’s knees to bend to their whims and wishes, rather fasting humbled them to bow before God

LESSON PLAN

1) Esther approached the King
5:1-8
a) Esther’s presence was quite acceptable to the king
b) Her inner beauty seemed to be prevalent

i) People take notice of a godly person
Prov 22:11
c) King probably sensed Esther was there for something more pressing than a social call

d) God prefers to work through our obedience to accomplish His will 
e) Esther must’ve sensed the proper timing of her appeal

2) Haman Plotted Mordecai’s Death
5:9-14
a) Mordecai would not bow before Haman
v9

i) Pr 25:26  A righteous man falling down before the wicked is [like a polluted] spring.
b) God’s working behind the scenes
i) The sleepless King

ii) The right bed-time story

iii) The timely arrival of Haman in the morning

iv) The right question to Haman to entice his fall
v) The befitting honor of Mordecai – the JEW

(1) Warning: Never dishonor even your enemies, cause God can chose to honor them
Pr 24:17,18
3) The King Honored Mordecai
6:1-14
a) Mordecai was not changed by the high honor received
b) Haman no longer was in control of things

4) The King Executes Haman
7:1-10
a) The pieces of the puzzle began to fall in place
b) The King realized he was duped by Haman

c) Haman sealed his own fate

CONCLUSION

· The Lord does not give us a risk-free live
· Those who seek the downfall of others often fall prey to their own plans
Pr 26:27

· Pride leads to destruction
Pr 16:18


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
FASTING
Easton’s Revised Bible Dictionary

The sole fast required by the law of Moses was that of the great Day of Atonement (q.v.), #Le 23:26-32 It is called "the fast" #Ac 27:9 The only other mention of a periodical fast in the Old Testament is in #Zec 7:1-7 8:19 from which it appears that during their captivity the Jews observed four annual fasts. 

1. The fast of the fourth month, kept on the seventeenth day of Tammuz, the anniversary of the capture of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans; to commemorate also the incident recorded #Ex 32:19 (Comp.) #Jer 52:6,7 

2. The fast of the fifth month, kept on the ninth of Ab (comp.) #Nu 14:27 to commemorate the burning of the city and temple #Jer 52:12,13 

3. The fast of the seventh month, kept on the third of Tisri (comp.) #2Ki 25:1ff. the anniversary of the murder of Gedaliah #Jer 41:1,2 

4. The fast of the tenth month (comp.) #Jer 52:4 Eze 33:21 2Ki 25:1 to commemorate the beginning of the siege of the holy city by Nebuchadnezzar. 

There was in addition to these the fast appointed by Esther #Es 4:16 Public national fasts on account of sin or to supplicate divine favor were sometimes held. 

1) 1Sa 7:6; 2) 2Ch 20:3; 3) Jer 36:6-10; 4) Jud 20:26
5) Ne 9:1 There were also local fasts. 6) 2Sa 1:12; 

7) 1Sa 31:13; 8) 1Ki 21:9-12; 9) Ezr 8:21-23; 10) Jon 3:5-9 

There are many instances of private occasional fasting 1Sa 1:7; 1Sa 20:34; 2Sa 3:35; 12:16; 1Ki 21:27; Ezr 10:6; Ne 1:4; Dan 10:2,3. Moses fasted forty days twice Ex 24:18; 34:28. Elijah fasted 40 days #1Ki 19:8. Our Lord fasted forty days in the wilderness #Mt 4:2. In the lapse of time the practice of fasting was lamentably abused Isa 58:4; Jer 14:12; 
Zech 7:5. Our Lord rebuked the Pharisees for their hypocritical pretences in fasting Mt 6:16. He himself appointed no fast. The early Christians, however, observed the ordinary fasts according to the law of their fathers 
Acts 13:3; 14:23; 2Co 6:5
PURPOSE OF FASTING

Zech 7:5-10 v5  "Say to all the people of the land and to the priests, ‘When you fasted and mourned in the fifth and seventh months these seventy years, was it actually for Me that you fasted? vv9&10  "Thus has the LORD of hosts said, 
1)‘Dispense true justice and 
2) Practice kindness and compassion and 
3) Do not oppress the widow or the orphan, the stranger or the poor; and 
4) Do not devise evil in your hearts against one another.’
Isaiah 58 - Fasting God’s Way

· v6. To win the battle against wickedness; to bring relief to those afflicted; to relieve oppression; & to break every yoke
· v7. To share with the hungry; to restore the homeless/poor; to cover the naked; and to resolve personal issues
· v5. Results of a Godly Fast (1-day) are achieved
· v8. Hope is seen; Health restored; Righteousness is restored; and God’s glory is proclaimed
· v9. Prayers are answered
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